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BRIEF

GOVT TELLS SC

‘Considering issues regarding ex-gratia
to kin of those who died of COVID’

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):

Shiv Sena activists stage a
protest demanding creation of
Jammu as a separate state, in
Jammu, Friday

Accredited centres
New Delhi: The road ministry on Friday notified
rules for accredited driver
training centres where candidates will be provided
high-quality driving courses, and once test is
cleared, they will be
exempted from driving test
at the time of obtaining
driving licence. These centres will be equipped with
simulators and dedicated
driving test track to provide high quality training to
candidates, the Ministry of
Road Transport & Highways
(MoRTH) said, adding that
remedial and refresher
courses, as per the requirements under Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, can be
availed at these centres.

Mythological park
Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration is
planning to set up India's
best mythological theme
park near the famous
Vaishno Devi shrine in
Reasi district and has
sought investors for the
project, officials said on
Friday. The state-of-theart park is aimed at
increasing economic
activity and generating
direct and indirect local
employment, besides
improving the overall
experience of tourists
and citizens in the union
territory, they said.

Invoice racket
Nagpur: The Directorate
General of GST Intelligence
(DGGI) has arrested a supplier of fake invoices and
detected fraudulent transactions of Rs 55 crore, an
official said on Friday.
After a series of searches
at the premises of a prominent manufacturer in the
iron and steel sector as
well as its suppliers, the
racket, which involved
fraudulent Input Tax Credit
(ITC) of Rs 11.09 crore,
was busted, the Nagpur
zonal unit of DGGI said in a
release on Friday.

Maoist gunned
Bargarh (Odisha): A member of the proscribed CPI
(Maoist) outfit was killed
in an exchange of fire with
security personnel in
Odisha's Bargarh district
on Friday, police said. The
incident took place in a
forest near Bhanagunda in
Padampur area of the district, Odisha Director
General of Police Abhay
said. Red rebels opened
fire on a police team during a combing operation in
the forest and one member of the banned organisation was killed in the
ensuing gun-battle, he
said. An AK-47 rifle and
three magazines were
seized from the spot but
the identity of the slain
Maoist is yet to be ascertained, the top police officer added.
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The Centre on Friday
told the Supreme Court
that issues raised in the
pleas, seeking directions
for ex-gratia compensation of Rs 4,00,000 to the
families of those who
have died of COVID-19,
are genuine and are
under consideration of
the government.
Solicitor
General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, requested a
bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and M R Shah to
give him some time so
that he can file a reply on
the pleas.
The issues are genuine
and are being attended to.
If the court will grant me
some time, I will file a

reply, Mehta told the
bench.
The apex court observed that as per media
reports, the Bihar government has already announced that it would give
Rs 4,00,000 ex-gratia to
families of those who
have died due to COVID19.
When the counsel appearing for one of the petitioners said that authorities are not issuing death
certificates to those succumbing to the deadly
virus, Mehta said, Let me
put in my reply. I have already said that issues
raised are genuine .
During the hearing conducted through video-conferencing, the counsel
also referred to the issue

PM holding meetings with
ministers to take stock of work
done by them in last 2 years
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been holding inperson meetings with
Union ministers in different
groups apparently to take
stock of the work done by
them in the past two years,
sources said on Friday.
Three such meetings
have been held so far at 7,
Lok Kalyan Marg, the official residence of the prime
minister, which was also attended by BJP president J P
Nadda. Almost all meetings
lasted for more than five
hours, the sources said.
These meetings were called
after the second wave of
COVID-19. A presentation
was also given by several
ministers, the sources said.
So far, ministers -- both

cabinet and their deputies -holding the charge of agriculture, rural development,
animal husbandry and fishing, tribal affairs, urban development, culture, statistics and programme implementation, civil aviation,
railways, food and consumer affairs, jal shakti, petroleum, steel and environment were among those
who were called for the
meetings, they said.
These meetings are expected to continue for several days, the sources added.
The Cabinet meeting,
which is chaired by the
prime minister, is usually
held once a week and that of
the council of ministers
once a month. The cabinet
meeting is being held virtually every Wednesday.

of black fungus.
We are granting you
time. We can have it on
next Friday, the bench
told Mehta, who requested the bench to grant twoweek time.
Why two weeks?, the
bench asked, adding that
earlier it had given 10
days to the Centre to file
affidavit in the matter.
Mehta said, The entire
machinery is diverted.
Please have it after two
weeks.
Tushar Mehta, the solicitor general submits
that the issues are under
consideration of the
Union of India and he
shall file a reply and
thereafter the matter may
be heard. As prayed, time
is allowed to file a reply.

List these petitions on
June 21, 2021. The reply be
served on the counsel for
the petitioners by June 18,
the bench said in its order.
On May 24, the top
court had sought the
Centre's reply on two petitions seeking ex-gratia
compensation of Rs four
lakh to the families of
those who have died of
COVID-19 and had said
that there should be a uniform policy for issuing
death certificates to those
succumbing to the virus.
The court had also
asked the Centre to place
before it the ICMR guidelines on death certificates
for COVID-19 victims, saying there should be uniform policy for issuing
such documents.

Return of prodigal: Mukul Roy back in TMC
Kolkata, June 11 (PTI):
In a blow to the prestige
of the saffron brigade,
Bharatiya Janata Partys
national Vice President
Mukul Roy along with
son Subranshu, re-joined
the Trinamool Congress
on Friday, with Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and other leaders of the state's ruling
party welcoming him
back to the fold.
Roy, who was closeted
with
Banerjee
in
Trinamool Bhavan before
his formal re-induction in
the party he helped set
up, said he was "happy to
see all known faces
again".
Addressing a press
meet after the re-joining
ceremony, Banerjee said
Roy was threatened and
tortured in the BJP, and
that, in turn, affected his
health.
"Mukul's return proves
that the BJP does not let
anyone live in peace and

Congress workers hold
protest against fuel price hike
New Delhi, June 11 (PTI):
Over 30 Congress workers were detained on
Friday for holding protests
at petrol pumps in several
parts of the city to demand a complete rollback
of fuel price hike.
Some Indian Youth
Congress
members
protested shirtless at a
petrol pump at Janpath
with posters criticising
fuel price hike taped to
their chest. Police detained over 30 protesters
from the location for flouting Covid protocol. We detained the protesters as
protests are not allowed
due to the ongoing Covid
situation. They will be released soon, a senior police officer said. Party
leaders K C Venugopal and

Congress should get
VAT on fuel reduced in
states ruled by it: BJP

A Congress party worker holds
a placard during a protest
against frequent hikes in the
prices of petrol and diesel,
outside a fuel station in
Prayagraj, Friday.

Shakti
Singh
Gohil
reached the Feroz Shah
Kotla Stadium petrol
pump on a horse cart.
Venugopal said that
under the UPA government, the tax on petrol and
diesel stood at Rs 9.20.
Now, it is Rs 32.

New Delhi: With the
Congress protesting against
the high fuel prices in the
country, the BJP on Friday
said the states where the
opposition party is in power
should slash the VAT (valueadded tax) on the petrol and
diesel prices to provide relief
to people.
Union minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said Rajasthan, which
is ruled by the Congress, is
among the states with the
highest VAT on fuel prices,
noting that it is 26 per cent
on diesel compared to 20.2
per cent in Gujarat and 36
per cent on petrol compared
to 16.6 per cent in Haryana.

Pranab’s son dispels
rumours of joining TMC

Mukul Roy with TMC National
General Secretary Abhisekh
Banerjee during his re-joining of
TMC party, in presence of West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee.

put's undue pressure on
everyone," the chief minister said. Roy was seated
on Banerjees left hand,
with Abhishek seated
after him, while Partha
Chatterjee, another top
TMC leader sat on her
right, indicative according to TMC sources, of
the partys future pecking
order.
Speculation had been
rife for some time on a possible home coming by
Mukul Roy who had

Kolkata: Dispelling rumours,
Late President Pranab
Mukherjee's son, Abhijit
Mukherjee, on Friday made
it clear that he is not leaving the Congress unlike his
friend Jitin Prasada.
Television channels and a
few newspapers had reported he would be joining the
Trinamool Congress on
Friday afternoon. "I remain
in the Congress and reports
that I am joining Trinamool
or any other party are not
correct," Mukherjee, a former Lok Sabha MP and
Congress Campaign
Committee chairman during
the assembly elections, told
PTI over phone.

crossed over to BJP in 2017
after being charged in the
Narada tape sting, ever
since Banerjee's nephew
Abhishek visited his wife
at a city hospital earlier
this month.

Chhattisgarh: Four
women workers killed
Rajnandgaon, Jun 11 (PTI):
Four women workers
were killed and 11 others
injured when a pickup vehicle they were travelling
in rammed into a roadside
tree in Chhattisgarh's
Rajanandgaon district, police said on Friday.
The incident occurred
on Thursday evening,
when the victims were returning from their workplace, a private company,
in the goods vehicle to
their village Raitapali
after the day's work, they
said. The driver apparently lost control over and the
vehicle dashed into a tree
between Arjuni and
Raitapali villages, a police
official said.
Some passersby called
up an ambulance, alerted
the police and shifted the
injured to a local commu-

 11 injured as pickup
vehicle rams into tree
nity health centre (CHC),
he said. "While one worker, identified as Sumitra
Bai, died on the spot, three
other women - Saroj Bai
(50), Shivkumari Sahu (45)
and Jainatri Bai (40) - were
declared brought dead in
the CHC, said Dr Ragini
Chandre, Block Medical
and
Health
Officer
(Dongargaon).
The 11 injured were
later shifted to Medical
College
Hospital,
Rajnandgaon for further
treatment, she added.
The driver, who is
among the injured, was in
an inebriated condition,
and despite being alerted
by them, he was allegedly
driving the vehicle at a
high speed, police said.

Adityanath meets PM Modi COVID-19: India records 3,403 fresh fatalities
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):

New Delhi, June 11 (PTI):

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here on
Friday.
Adityanath met Modi at
his residence, a day after
meeting Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. The
Prime Minister's Office
tweeted a picture of the
meeting. Later, Adityanath
also met BJP president J P
Nadda. The chief minister
is on a two-day visit to the
national capital from
Thursday to meet the BJP
top brass. His visit comes
close on the heels of the
party holding a series of review meetings in Lucknow,
which had fuelled speculation of a ministerial reshuffle in the state. During his
meeting
with
Shah,

The daily COVID-19 count
in India remained below the
one-lakh mark for the fourth
consecutive day with the
country reporting 91,702
fresh cases, while the daily
positivity rate dropped to
4.49 per cent, according to
the Union Health Ministry
data updated on Friday.
With the fresh cases, the
total tally of cases has
climbed to 2,92,74,823.
The COVID-19 death toll
climbed to 3,63,079 with 3,403
fresh deaths, the data updated at 8 am showed
The active cases further
declined to 11,21,671 comprising 3.83 per cent of the
total infections, while the
national COVID-19 recovery
rate has improved to 94.93
per cent. A net decline of
46,281 cases has been record-

Adityanath presented a
copy of the report 'Solution
of Migrant Crisis'. His visit
to the national capital started a day after Jitin Prasada
quit the Congress and
joined the BJP. After
Adityanath met Shah,
Prasada called on the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
here. BJP MLC A K
Sharma, a former IAS officer who is seen as a trusted

QS ranking: IIT Kharagpur jumps
34 places to reach 280th spot globally
Kolkata, Jun 11 (PTI):
Indian Institute of
Technology Kharagpur
(IIT-KGP) has jumped 34
notches over its previous
year's ranking and landed
in the 280th position globally in the QS World
University Rankings 2022,
its director Prof Virendra
Kumar Tewari said on
Friday.
The result reflected the
continuous years of hard
work, dedication and perseverance which the institute believes to be the
heart
and
soul
of
progress, Tewari said.
The
London-based
Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) has released the QS
World University Ranking
2022 recently.

"I request my colleagues to put more effort
and also to look into the
aspects where we are lagging others so as to improve and finally achieve
our vision to be in the top
10," the IIT-KGP director
said in a statement.
The parameters that
are taken into consideration for the rankings include academic reputation, employer reputation,
citations per faculty, faculty student ratio, international faculty ratio and international
students'
ratio.
Out
of
100,
IIT
Kharagpur has scored 88
in citations per faculty
metric and bagged 67th
rank across the world in
this category, Tewari said.

hand of Modi, is also in
Delhi to meet party leaders
and allies.
Though there is no official word on whether there
will be a Cabinet expansion
in Uttar Pradesh, sources
said Prasada, who comes
from a noted Brahmin family of the state with political
heft, and Sharma may be
accommodated in such an
eventuality.

ICMR to start national
sero surveys to assess
COVID-19 spread

A medic collects nasal sample from a passenger at Dadar station
to curb COVID-19 spread in Mumbai, Friday.

ed in the COVID-19 caseload
in a span of 24 hours. Also,
20,44,131 tests were conducted on Thursday taking the
total cumulative tests conducted so far for detection of
COVID-19 in the country to
37,42,42,384.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 4.49 per cent
. It has been less than 10 per
cent for the 18th consecutive
day, the ministry said,
adding the weekly positivity
rate has also declined to 5.14
per cent.

New Delhi: The ICMR will
start national-level sero surveys to assess the spread of
COVID-19 and all states/UTs
should also be encouraged to
conduct them so that information from all geographies can
be collected, the Union health
ministry said on Friday. The
ministry also said that the
Covid situation in the country
appears to be stabilising, but
urged people to continue following the appropriate behaviour and social distancing
norms. The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) will
conduct national sero surveys
to assess the Covid spread
and states/UTs should also
conduct them to get all geographies' information, it said.

‘Reduction in COVID-19 vaccine wastage SC to order closure of case
against Italian marines in India
will ensure enhanced vaccination’
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
COVID-19 vaccine is an
essential public health
commodity with global
scarcity and therefore, its
wastage must be reduced
and kept to a minimum
level which will further
help inoculate many people, the Union Health
Ministry said on Friday.
Referring to some media
reports stating that the
ministry's insistence on
keeping vaccine wastage
below 1 per cent is unrealistic and undesirable, it
said several states have organised vaccination in
such a way, that not only
there is no wastage but
they are able to extract
more doses from the vial

A health worker administers a
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine to
a woman, at a Railway
hospital in Prayagraj, Friday.

and thus show a negative
wastage. "Hence, the expectation that vaccine wastage
should be 1 per cent or less
is not at all unreasonable.
It is reasonable, desirable
and achievable," the min-

istry said. It also said that
vaccination
against
COVID-19 is important in
protecting the people from
coronavirus infection and
associated mortality and
morbidity.
Equitable access to safe
and effective vaccines is
critical in ending the
COVID-19 pandemic.
"Vaccine development
takes a lot of time and demand for these vaccines exceeds the supply many
times. Thus, it is important
to monitor and ensure that
this precious tool to address the pandemic should
be used optimally and judiciously. COVID-19 vaccine
is an essential public
health commodity with
global scarcity.

for killing 2 Kerala fishermen

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
The Supreme Court Friday said
it would pass orders on June
15 on closure of proceedings
in India against two Italian
marines, accused of killing
two fishermen off the Kerala
coast in February 2012, and
the disbursal of Rs 10 crore
compensation to the heirs of
the victims.
Referring to the international
arbitral award and the terms
of the agreement among India,
Italy and the Kerala government, a vacation bench comprising justices Indira Banerjee
and M R Shah said the case
against marines Massimilano
Latorre and Salvatore Girone
for the offences would be now

pursued by Italy there.
As per the scheme on disbursal of compensation, the top
court was informed by the
Kerala government that Rs 4
core each would be given to
the heirs of two deceased fishermen and the rest Rs 2 core
would be paid to the owner of
the fishing vessel St. Antony
on which the two were shot
dead.
Keeping the plea of the Centre
seeking closure of the case
here pending for orders on
Tuesday, the bench said it was
of the view that the compensation money be transferred
to the Kerala high court for
disbursal and ensuring that
the amount does not fritter
away.
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Soma Mondal arrives on her maiden
visit to Dalli-Rajhara Iron Ore Complex

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Jun 11: Chairman
SAIL, Soma Mondal arrived on her maiden visit
to Bhilai Steel Plant as
Chairman on Friday, June
11, 2021. Upon her arrival
at Raipur airport, she was
welcomed by Director I/c
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta and
other senior officials of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.
Chairman SAIL is accompanied by HN Rai,

Director
(Technical,
Projects & Raw Materials),
SAIL, Devdas, Executive
Director (Operations) SAIL
and senior officials from
Chairman's Secretariat,
SAIL.
From Raipur airport,
Chairman SAIL, headed
straight for Bhilai Steel
Plant's Dalli-Rajhara Iron
Ore Complex. At Rajhara
Guest House, she was welcomed
by
Executive
Director
(Materials
Management) Rakesh, ED

(Projects) AK Bhatta, CGM
I/c Mines & Rowghat,
Tapan Sutradhar, CGM
(Rowghat Mines), CGM
(CET) Anurag Upadhyay
and other senior officials of
the Plant and Mines
Department.
Accompanied
by
Director I/c SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta and other senior
officials of the Plant and
Mines, Soma Mondal visited the sites of two important projects coming up at

Dalli Mechanised Mines.
Chairman SAIL first visited the site for the upcom-

Over 700 executives participate
in signature campaign
Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, June 11: On the
call of Steel Executives
Federation of India (SEFI)
and
BSP
Officers
Association, about 700 executives of Bhilai Steel
Plant participated in the
signature campaign to
protest
against
the
adamant attitude of SAIL
Management over the
burning issues of executives. They are pressing
the demand of third pay
revision implementation;
pay fixation of 2008-2010
batch junior officers and
ex-gratia as well as com-

passionate appointment
for the dependents of the
employees who died of
Covid 19.
It needs to be mentioned
here that about 550 officers
of JO 2008 and 2010 batch
are working in Bhilai Steel
Plant. Due to pay anomaly,
they are working at wage
lower than their fellow
non-executives who were
not able to get promoted as
executives. Further, they
will also get wage lower
than the workmen who
were
elevated
as
Executives in the year
2018. Due to these discrepancies, about 1800 junior

Trade Unions agree to
meet SAIL Chairman today
Bhilai, Jun 11: The trade unions
active in Bhilai Steel Plant have
agreed to meet SAIL Chairman
on June 12. Earlier they had announced to boycott the visit the
SAIL Chairman and had refused
to meet her as per the schedule
of Friday. It needs to be mentioned here that the trade unions
of Bhilai are highly aggrieved
with the delay in wage revision,
pending issues of workmen and
adamant attitude of SAIL
Management.
They are also irked over the
disciplinary action against the
BSP employees and are demanding revocation of the suspension
orders / show cause notices as
well as withdrawal of FIR against
the employees. Following the repeated failure of NJCS talks for
settlement of wage revision, they
have already announced for daylong strike on June 30. In the
meanwhile, when SAIL

Durg Unlocks:
shops to remain
open till 20:00 hrs
Bhilai, Jun 11: With the reducing
cases of Covid 19, District
Collector has expanded the relaxations in the course of unlocking
the district. According to the orders issued on Friday, all the shops
and markets are now allowed to
remain open till 20:00 hrs.
However, there will be a total lockdown on Sundays. Hotels and
restaurants will be able to operate
till 22:00 hrs. There will be permission of out-door dining at the
restaurants and 50% capacity in
dining halls / rooms. They will be
able to receive the home delivery
orders till 21:00 hrs only. Other restrictions will continue as it is.
Swimming pools, cinema halls,
water parks, theme parks, and
places that witness crowd will remain closed. Schools, colleges, tuition classes and coaching centres
will also remain closed for students. Only the examinations allowed by the state government will
be conducted. Gatherings, public
meetings, processions, protests,
social, religious and political gatherings, sports, cultural and religious events have been banned.

Chairman's visit to Bhilai was finalised, the BSP management reserved a time slot for SAIL
Chairman's meeting with trade
unions. On Thursday, leaders of
all the trade unions conducted a
meeting at Sector 01 and unanimously decided for not meeting
the SAIL Chairman.
After this announcement, BSP
management swung into action
and ED (P&A) contacted the
trade unions leaders and requested them to meet the SAIL
Chairman. AITUC leader and
Joint Trade Union convenor Vinod
Kumar Soni stated that they
again discussed the issue on
Friday and considering the request of BSP management, they
have decided to meet SAIL
Chairman on June 12. Before taking this decision, all the trade
unions have sought guidance
from their central leadership, he
informed.

officers of the 2008 and
2010 batch working in
SAIL are highly aggrieved
and are demanding a just
and respectable solution to
this problem.
SAIL officers have been
waiting for pay revision
for the last four years.
There is a lot of dissatisfaction among the officials
regarding the inability
shown by the SAIL management to implement the
pay revision at present
and the suspicion on the
existence of PSUs in future. SEFI President
Narendra
Kumar
Banchhor said that dissat-

isfaction among the officers is mounting with
every passing day. He demanded that the SAIL
management should take
immediate decision on
pay-fixation, pay-revision
and ex-gratia & compassionate appointment and
implement the same so
that SAIL officers get justice. SEFI Chairman
urged the SAIL management that DPE guidelines
should be followed so that
the pay scale of a junior officer is not less than that of
his fellow non-executive
and the dignity of the post
is maintained.

ing expansion project of
Modification in Washing
Circuit of
Crushing

Screening & Washing Plant
(CSWP) with silica reduction facility where she took
stock of the progress.
With the depletion of
iron ore reserves in all the
mines of IOC, the quality
of iron ore has deteriorated. Reduction in silica content in iron ore will enable
gainful use of sub-grade
iron ore by enhancing the
quality of ore and thereby
help improve production
and productivity in the
steel plant.

Bhilai, June 11: Police
have arrested a 25-year-old
habitual offender on
charges of bike lifting.
Police have recovered a
total of eleven vehicles
from his possession. The
accused committed thefts
in different areas of the
city. Considering the rising
cases of thefts and burglaries, SP Prashant Thakur
had directed his subordinates to pay special attention towards such cases.
Under the supervision of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruw,
DSP (Crime) Praveer
Chandra Tiwari and CSP
(Bhilai) Rakesh Joshi, the
team of Bhilai Nagar
Police Station was maintaining watch on the activi-

Central Chronicle News

section 379 of IPC.
Police
immediately
checking the suspects and
criminal record holders
and activated the network
of informers. In this sequel, police received a tip
off regarding a suspect
Himanshu alias Babu
Jaswani after which he
was taken in custody from
Buddha Vihar Square in
Shankar Nagar. During interrogation, he confessed

Chairman SAIL later
met Mines Union representatives and public representatives. Chairman
SAIL then viewed a presentation on Performance
of Mines where she interacted at length with senior
officers of Mines about
present performance and
future plans. Director I/c
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta and
other senior officers of the
Plant & Mines Dept were
present.

Habitual offender held for vehicle thefts
Central Chronicle News

ties of suspects and criminal record holders. The network of informers was also
activated for the purpose.
In this sequel, Bhilai Nagar
Kotwali team led by
Inspector Vijay Thakur received a tip off regarding a
habitual offender Bhagwan
Das Joshi who was active
in the region for the past
some time. Police team
swung into action and after
sustained efforts, they
managed to trap the suspect. During interrogation,
he confessed to have committed bike lifting from sev-

Notorious bike lifter arrested
Bhilai, June 11: Mohan
Nagar Police arrested a
notorious bike lifter and
recovered five nos stolen
bikes worth Rs 1.85 lakhs
from his possession.
Under the directions of SP
Prashant Thakur and supervision of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruw and CSP
(Durg) Vivek Shukla, the
team of Mohan Nagar
Police Station was conducting special operation
against the people involved in bike lifting.
Recently, police had received complaint from one
Ramkumar Dewangan regarding theft of Hero
Honda Passion Plus
(CG07-LD-7713). The FIR
was lodged against the
unidentified thief under

Chairman SAIL, Soma
Mondal also laid the foundation stone for the upcoming 1 MTPA Pellet
Plant being set up on Build
Own Operate (BOO) basis.
The pellet plant will enable
conversion of large volumes of slime lying at the
bottom of Hitkasa tailing
pond at Dalli Rajhara into
pellets that would be used
for hot metal production in
the Plant. She also visited
the mining areas in Dalli
Rajhara.

to have committed bike
lifting at different spots.
He disclosed to have stolen
the Hero Honda Passion
Bike (CG07-LD-7713) from
Girdhari Nagar, Durg.
His confession statement was recorded under
section 27 of Evidence Act.
He confessed to have
stolen TVS Apache bike
from
Durg
Railway
Station on June 04; Hero
Splendor from Transport

Nagar on June 05; Bajaj
Avenger
Bike
from
Amapara on June 06; and
Hero HF Deluxe bike from
Amapara on June 07. The
accused had concealed the
stolen bikes in a dilapidated house in Wambay
Awas, Urla.
The accused Himanshi
alias Babu Jaswani (25)
son of Sanjay Jaswani a
resident of Girdhari
Nagar Durg has been
booked under the provisions mentioned in section
41 (1+4) of CrPC and section 379 of IPC. Police are
trying to find the owners
of the stolen bikes. ASI
Kirendra Singh, Head
Constable Ashok Sahu,
Constable Alauddin and
Constable
Narendra
Sahare played vital role in
arresting the accused.

eral spots in Bhilai Nagar,
Jamul, Bhilai Bhatti and
Raipur. Police recovered
seven nos motorcycles,
three nos Activa Scooters
and a TVS Excel Super
Moped from his possession.
Total value of the recovered vehicles is around Rs
2.24 lakhs.
Complaint regarding
theft of TVS Star City bike
(CG07-BK-6067) is registered at Bhilai Nagar
Kotwali while the FIR regarding theft of Hero HF
Deluxe Bike (CG07-BH6266) is lodged at Jamul

Police Station. The accused
Bhagwan Das Joshi alias
Khargosh has been booked
under the provisions mentioned in section 41 (1+4) of
CrPC and Section 379 of
IPC. He was produced before the court and has been
sent to jail on judicial remand. He was arrested earlier also on similar charges.
SI BR Markam, Daya
Shankar pandey, ASI
Jitendra Chandrakar, ASI
Purna Bahadur, Constable
Santosh Gupta, Jugnu
Singh, Upendra Yadav,
Constable Gajendra Sahu,
Anup Sharma, Shamim
Khan, Panne Lal, Shahbaz
Khan, Abdul Shafiq, Sanjay
Soni, Tarkeshwar Sahu
and Pankaj Chaturvedi
played vital role in arresting the accused.

Gondwana Samaj stages
protest against SAIL Chairman

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Jun 11: Members
of
Gondwana Samaj
staged
demonstration
against
the
SAIL
Chairman during her visit
to Bhilai. They staged
protest at Indira Place in
Civic Centre and set ablaze
the effigy of
SAIL
Chairman. They were demanding compassionate
appointment for the dependent of Late Kartik

Ram Thakur who had succumbed to kidney ailment.
Gondwana Samaj is demanding compassionate
appointment for the son of
Late Kartik Ram on medical grounds. On the other
hand, the BSP management is not considering
his eligible for the same asserting that Kartik Ram
had died of Covid 19.
Gondwana Samaj had
staged demonstration for
several days earlier too.

YC activists paint demands on roads SAIL earns net profit of Rs 3850 Crore in FY21
Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 11: Activists
of Youth Congress on
Friday painted the demands of "We Want
Clean Water" and "We
Want Local Employment"
on the roads near Bhilai
Niwas after they were denied appointment to the
SAIL Chairman during
her visit to Bhilai.
YC activists led by
Mohammad Shahid had
planned to offer the tap
water of Bhilai Township
to SAIL Chairman and
appraise her with the
woes of local people. The
residents
of
Bhilai
Township are highly aggrieved with the supply
of dirty water for the last
two months and the BSP
management has failed
in resolving the problem.
Further the Youth
Congress
had
been
prominently raising the
demand of providing
reservation to locals in

Bhilai, June 11: Steel
Authority
of
India
Limited (SAIL) has announced the company's
annual as well as fourth
quarter performance for
the financial year FY 202021 (FY21) on Thursday.
SAIL has exhibited strong
performance in all parameters in FY21 despite the
unprecedented challenges
posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.
While commenting on
the company's performance during FY21, Soma
Mondal, Chairman, SAIL
said, "The production performance and financial
performance of the company have improved handin-hand during the year.
'Team-SAIL' worked committedly notwithstanding
severe and unforeseen
challenges posed by the
pandemic of Covid-19 especially during the first
half.

jobs at Bhilai Steel Plant
but the management is
yet to take any action.
Mohammad Shahid informed that they were
willing to meet the SAIL
Chairman to make her
aware of the ground real-

ity but the BSP management did not give appointment. Finding no alternative, YC activists
painted the demands on
the roads from where
SAIL Chairman was
to travel.

The second half saw
buoyancy in steel demand
on the back of recovering
economic activities. With
the government also putting thrust on infrastructure spending, we focused
on scaling up market driven products along with
improvement in operational efficiency, which
helped the company deliver a noteworthy performance".
Key
highlights
of
SAIL's performance in FY
2020-21 and Q4 FY'21 include EBITDA of Rs13740
Crore and Profit After Tax
(PAT) of Rs 3850 Crore in

FY21; EBITDA of Rs 6473
Crore and Profit After Tax
of Rs 3444 Crore in
Q4FY21; Net debt (Non
IndAS) decreased by Rs
16,131 Crore to Rs 35,350
Crore (as on 31.03.2021)
during
FY
2020-21;
Achieved highest ever
quarterly hot metal, crude
steel and saleable steel
production of 4.98 MT, 4.56
MT and 4.42 MT respectively during Q4FY21; registered a 8%, 6% and 11%
growth in these categories
over CPLY; Clocked best
ever annual sales at 14.94
MT; a growth of 5% over
CPLY; and Achieved best

ever quarterly sales performance of 4.35 MT sales
in Q4FY21, a growth of
16% over CPLY.
Chairman added, "As
the country is braving the
second wave of Covid-19,
we are doing every bit to
face the challenges and
maintain the momentum.
Our priority remains to
increase volumes, with
emphasis on enhancing
the share of value-added
products, in tandem with
market
requirements
while continuously bringing in systemic improvements across the organization".
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Cong stages protest against growing
inflation, hike in petrol, diesel prices

Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Jun 11: Congress
has continued its nationwide protest against growing inflation in the country. Taking note of the
problems being faced by
the general public due to
continuous increase in the
prices of petrol, diesel,
cooking gas, unprecedented economic slowdown,
rising unemployment and
skyrocketing prices of all
essential commodities the
Congress leaders and
workers staged demonstration and dharna.
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee chief

Mohan Markam sat on
dharna in front of Shastri
Chowk Petrol Pump to
protest hike in fuel prices.
Congressmen
staged
demonstration across the
country while following
COVID protocol.
On petrol-diesel price
hike, Markam said that

due to faulty policies of
the BJP government at the
Center, the people of the
country have been battling
the impact of COVID 19 for
the last 15 months.
People suffering from
COVID-19 infection could
not get medicines and
other necessary health fa-

Fire in Raipur SBI zonal office,
causes panic among staff
Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Jun 11: A fire
broke out in SBI’s zonal office at Pensionbada, Raipur
on Friday morning. The
fire caused panic in the office and bank staff came
out of the building premises. At the same time, after
the information of the matter, two fire tenders reached
the spot and were pressed
into service to douse the
flames. Bank staff saw the
smoke coming out of the
bank building in the morning hours and immediately
informed the fire brigade.

As per the information,
the fire that broke out in
the SBI office has reached
the record room of the
fourth floor. Kotwali police
has also reached the spot

and were engaged in extinguishing the fire. At the
same time, the cause of
the fire is yet to be ascertained now. Fire officer
said they have majorly
controlled the fire.

Rajim MLA, Raipur Mayor, CTB
Chairman pay tributes to Pt VC Shukla
Raipur, Jun 11: Raipur
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar today
paid rich tributes to former Union Minister Vidya
Charan Shukla on his
death anniversary today.
The Mayor offered tributes on behalf of the people of Raipur in front of
statue of late Pt Vidya
Charan Shukla at Nagar
Nigam Udyan in front of
Nagar Nigam headquarters here. Rajim MLA
Amitesh
Shukla,
Chhattisgarh Text Book
Corporation Chairman,
former MLA Vidhan
Mishra, RMC cultural department head Akash
Tiwari, corporator repre-

sentative Radheshyam
Vibhar, social worker
Doulat Rohda, Pramod
Tiwari,
Ramavtar
Dewangan, several prominent citizens and social
workers also paid floral
tributes to late Pt Shukla
on his death anniversary
today.
A tribute programme

Child Help Desk created to help Covid
affected parents and children
Raipur, Jun 11: The care and protection of children needs special
attention in the times of the
COVID-19 pandemic. In this situation, it is necessary to provide
proper counseling and right support to remove the fears of the
parents and children. In view of
this,
the
Chhattisgarh
Government has started a toll free
special helpline number 1800572-3969 by setting up a child
helpdesk to help the children who
are deprived of parents and
guardians due to Covid 19 and the
parents who are unable to take
care of such children. By contacting the helpline, every day from 8
am to 11 pm, correct information
and proper counseling can be
taken regarding the shelter, protection of children suffering from
corona.
Through this helpdesk operated by the Department of Women
and Child Development, the fears
including mental stress of the
Covid affected children and parents are being removed. Apart
from this, child line 1098 and
women helpline 181 can also be
contacted. By sending a message
on
WhatsApp
number
9301450180, through these

helpdesks, correct information
and proper counseling can be
taken regarding the shelter and
protection of children. Any needy
child, parents, relatives, common
citizens can help the needy children by contacting these numbers. Along with this, child care
institutions-fit facilities have been
identified in each district for better treatment and full necessary
care of such children whose parents have died due to infection of
Covid-19 and children whose parents are infected with Covid-19,
which is accessible for child care.
Officials said that the office bearers, staff, counselors working in
child care institutions are being
sensitized through dialogue program so that effective care of
children can be done. All protocols are being followed to protect
children from infection of Covid19 in state-run child care institutions. Complete arrangements
have been made for thermometers, oximeters, masks and sanitizers in all child care institutions.
Contact numbers and helplines of
the members of the District Child
Protection Committee have been
given in each hospital so that children can get quick help.

was also held at RMC
Zone-9 office here to pay
tributes to Pt Shukla. Zone
Commissioner Santosh
Pandey, executive engineer Harendra Kumar
Sahu, sanitation observer
Bhola Tiwari and other
RMC officials and staff
paid floral tributes to Pt
Shukla’s image.

cilities, he said. Despite decline in employment opportunities the central
government did not provide any financial assistance to the common people, he added.
He said that BJP government brought the petrol
and diesel prices to a
record level by repeatedly
hiking taxes on petrol and
diesel during the last 7
years. Petrol price crossed
Rs 100 per litre at several
parts of the country while
diesel price is close to Rs
100 per litre today, he said.
Meanwhile MLA Vikas
Upadhyay along with
Congress workers took out
rally in all 20 wards of his
assembly constituency on
Friday under nationwide
agitation against growing
inflation and hike in fuel
prices in the country. They
staged protest by registering presence in all the
petrol pumps in these
wards.
Vikas Upadhyay said
that Modi Government of
BJP came to power by raising the issue of price hike
but today the inflation
reached at its peak in the

CM’s monthly
‘Lokvani’ to be
aired on Jun 13
Raipur,
Jun
11:
Eighteenth episode of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s monthly radio
programme will be
broadcasted on June 13.
In the upcoming episode,
CM Bhupesh Baghel will
address people of the
state on expansion of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisaan
Nyay Yojana.
Lokvaani programme
will be broadcasted from
all the centers of
Akashwani
in
Chhattisgarh, FM radio
stations and regional
news channels from 10.30
am to 11:00 am.

country. Raipur Municipal
Corporation
speaker
Pramod Dubey, Prashant
Dengri, block president,
Munna Mishra, Shakil
Khan, and other Congress
leaders staged demonstration from 11 am to 1 pm at
Kushalpur petrol pump in
protest against hike in
petrol and diesel prices.
Raipur Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar, MLA Kuldip
Juneja also sat on dharna
along with some other
Congress workers in the
capital Raipur to protest
against inflation and hike
in petrol and diesel prices.
Dhebar said that BJP
government at the centre
was going ahead with its
policy of looting public by
hiking the prices of petrol
and diesel.
He
said
that
Congressmen raised voice
with the support of public
against this loot by the
BJP government at the
central. Congress staged
demonstration
at
Kutchery Chowk Petrol
Pump in the capital to
protest ‘anti-people’ attitude of the Modi government.

Raipur, Jun 11: New academic session of school
education is going to begin
on June 16. Prior to this
children in Class 9th to
Class 10th will get text
books in their schools
while children in Class 1 to
Class 8th will get the text
books till July 10.
Subsequently the text
books will be distributed
to
private
schools.
Chhattisgarh Text Book
Corporation chairman
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi
said that distribution of
books had already begun.
A target has been set to
provide text books at free

During the last two days the capital city is receiving light to medium showers and
signals timely arrival of monsoon and big smile on face of farmers.

Farmers to get fertilizers from the committees
Raipur, Jun 11: Under the State
Government’s drive to reduce
agricultural
cost
in
Chhattisgarh and on instructions of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, fertilizers are now
being made available to the
farmers at reduced rates in
Kharif 2021, through cooperative
societies
.
State
Government has also decided

Q

Accepting bribe for
some work from
applicants

Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Jun 11: Anti-corruption Bureau (ACB)
sleuths nabbed four officers and employees including Janpad Panchayat
CEO Bhilaigarh red-handed on charges of taking
bribe. CEO had demanded
amount for releasing of
balance amount from the
expenditure in boundary
wall construction of a
School.
It was as per instructions from Director EOW

of cost to around 55 lakh
86 thousand 866 students
from Class 1 to Class 10 in
government,
aided
schools, madrasas and unaided government schools
through text book corporation in the academic session 2021-22.
Text books printed by
the Text Book Corporation
will be delivered to the
cluster level to the students of classes I to VIII of
government and aided
schools in the academic
session 2021-22 like last
year. Packages will be distributed by the in-charge
through the head masters
and teachers of the respective schools.

/ACB Arif H Shekh and
under leadership of SP
EOW/ACB
Pankaj
Chandra that this action
was taken. Amruta Sori,
Addl. SP ACB along with
ACB team from Raipur,
Jagdalpur and Ambikapur
got this major breakthrough. All the four officers and employees demanding bribe for some
work were nabbed redhanded and the ACB has
filed a case against all four.
In the first case, a complaint was lodged with
ACB that a demand of Rs
20000 is being made for release of balance amount
for boundary wall construction worth Rs 3 lakh.

All office bearers
elected unopposed
Central Chronicle News
Raipur, Jun 11: The
nomination was filed for
the
election
of
Chhattisgarh state unit of
Akhil Bharatiya Agrawal
Sammelan, the apex body
of Agrawal Community,
and after withdrawal of
nominations, the candi-

dates have been unanimously elected unopposed
for all the posts including
the post of President.
National, Senior Vice
President, Ishwar Prasad
Agrawal was appointed as
election observer of
Chhattisgarh by Akhil
Bharatiya
Agrawal
Sammelan. Hanuman
Prasad Aggarwal, present
president and Parmanand
Jain, publicity incharge
said that
Ramesh
Chandra Agrawal was appointed as Chief Electoral
Officer and
Gopal
Agarwal,
CA
and
Chandrabhan Gupta as
Assistant Election Officer

instead of Rs 1800-1950, NPK
12:32:16 for Rs 1185 instead of
Rs 1747, SSP powder for Rs 340
instead of Rs 375, SSP granular
at Rs 370 instead of Rs 406 and
Zinc SSP power will be available for Rs 355 instead of Rs
391. Lakhs of farmers of the
state will be benefited by this
decision to reduce rates of fertilizers.

by
Ishwar
Prasad
Agrawal for cooperation
in the election. Under
whose supervision the entire election process was
completed peacefully and
successfully. With the tireless efforts of Mr Suresh
Goyal Patron, Vijay
Gupta, Patron from Bhilai
and Vijay Agrawal Patron
from Durg region, the
election was completed
unopposed. After withdrawal of nomination
form, Santosh Agrawal,
Raigarh was elected for
the post of President,
Anand Beriwal, Raigarh
for the post of General
Secretary, Bisan Goyal,
Raipur was elected for the
post of Treasurer, Satpal
Jain, Raipur for the post
of Senior Vice President,
Sudhir Agrawal Durg,
Beni Prasad Gupta,
Bilaspur, Krishna Kumar
Agrawal for the post of
Deputy
General
Secretary,
Pawan
Agrawal, Dilip Agrawal,
Murarilal
Agarwal,

Confirming the same,
ACB team took action on
Friday and nabbed the accused Kuleshwar Gaikwad
(6) CEO Janpad Panchayat
Bhilaigarh,
District
Balodabazar, taking bribe
of Rs 20000 at his government
residence
in
Bhilaigarh.
In another case, a complaint was lodged against
the Patwari of Hl.No. 13,
Unagarpal, Bhanpuri,
District Bastar demanding
Rs 8000 for mutation work
from
the
applicant.
Confirming the complaint,
ACB Jagdalpur unit took
action on Friday and
nabbed Patwari MK Bisai
(27) red-handed accepting

bribe of Rs 8000.
In another case, Patwari
of Halka No. 26, Bhesaki,
Bariyo, Tehsil Rajpur,
District Balrampur demanded bribe of Rs 50000
for providing B-1, map and
copy of Khasara No. ACB
Ambikapur team raided
the place and nabbed
Patwari accepting bribe of
Rs 40000 as first instalment. In another case
Patwari of Halka No. 22, 23
Gram Manpur, Tehsil
Sahaspur- Lohara, District
Kawardha was nabbed accepting bribe of Rs 11000
for making new ‘Rin
Pustika’ and this action
was taken by ACB Raipur
office.

More than 40000 people have
registered online for CVYM
‘CVYM’ will be
organized on Int’nl
Yoga Day on
June 21’
Participants can
register online till
June 15, 2021
Raipur, Jun 11: There is
tremendous enthusiasm
among the people about
the “Chhattisgarh Virtual
Yoga Marathon” to be organized
by
the
Chhattisgarh government
on the occasion of
International Yoga Day on
June 21, 2021 according to

Santosh Agarwal elected State President
of Akhil Bharatiya Agrawal Sammelan

Anand Beriwal
General Secretary
and Bisan Goyal
elected Treasurer

to refund the difference about
between old rates and new
rates to the farmers who have
already purchased the fertilizers from the committees.
After this new decision of
the state government, the fertilizers payable to the farmers
through societies per sack has
been drastically reduced. Now
farmers will get DAP at Rs 1200

ACB nabs CEO and three Patwaris red-handed

CTB to distribute text books to
55 lakh children till July 10
Central Chronicle News

MONSOON RAINS

Premchand Agarwal all
of the above were declared elected unopposed.
The guidance and role of
National Senior Vice
President Ishwar Prasad
Agrawal and present
President
Hanuman
Prasad Agarwal in the
unanimous election of
Akhil Bharatiya Agrawal
Sammelan, Chhattisgarh
State Unit was commendable. Akhil Bharatiya
Agrawal Sammelan, publicity
incharge,
Parmanand Jain said that
due to the unanimous efforts made by Ishwar
Prasad
Agrawal,
Hanuman
Prasad
Agrawal and senior members in the above election,
Agrawal Community in
Chhattisgarh will emerge
stronger in the coming
years and under the able
leadership of Santosh
Agrawal,
Akhil
Bharatiya
Agrawal
Sammelan, Chhattisgarh
will
attain
greater
heights.

the protocol of yoga practice. So far more than 40
thousand people have registered online for this
marathon. To participate
in this marathon, the participant can register till
June 15, 2021 by clicking
on the link http://jansampark.cg.gov.in/yogwithchhattisgarh/Registration.a
spx. All registrants will be

provided with a ‘Digital
Certificate’. Along with
this, T-shirts will be provided to the first 100 registrations of every district.
To participate in the
‘Chhattisgarh
Virtual
Yoga Marathon’ organized
by the Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission under the
Social
Welfare
Department, the applicant
has
to
share
his
photo/video on his social
media accounts with the
hashtag #yogwithchhattisgarh. Apart from this, participants can also mail
their photo/video to internationalyogaday2021@gm
ail.com.

Siyaram Sahu assumes
charge as Chairman
State’s OBC Commission

Raipur, Jun 11: There
was din in the office of
State’s Commission for
OBC when the former
Chairman Siyaram Sahu
went there to assume office here on Friday as he
found the office to be
locked. After this Sahu
showing copy of High
Court’s order to one of the
officer present and then
assumed the charge as
Chairman of
State’s
Commission for OBC.
It is notable here that
the High Court has held

the
appointment
of
Thaneshwar Sahu as
Chairman
of
the
Commission by the state
government as invalid and
issued order in favour of
Siyaram Sahu asking him
to continue as Chairman
of State Commission for
OBC. It was on receiving
copy of this order from
High Court that Sahu had
reached Commission’s office to assume charge.
During this BJP leader
Gaurishankar Sriwas,
Prahlad
Rajak,
and
Pichada Varg leader also
reached Commission’s office where the Congress
nominated
Chairman
Thaneshwar Sahu had already left putting a lock in
the office. Taking strong
objections
to
it,
Gaurishankar
Sriwas
came
down
heavily
against the Secretary inCahrge SK Mishra and got
the charge of Chairman to
Siyaram Sahu
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Chronicle
Mismanagement
of COVID-19 data
tate government of Bihar revised the data regarding
deaths due to COVID-19. The state health department
S
had set up two health committees to audit the Covid death

Harris fulfilling US
VP role with grace
vice president has to always walk two steps behind the
president. Biden is a gentleman. He makes sure that
A
Harris, a woman, walks in front of him. He lets her speak
before him while making major announcements. It's almost
like he's training her to become president after him. But
how good a student has Harris been? It's been sixty days
since Biden tapped Harris for her first big job, that of resolving the migrant crisis at the southern border that is
now rattling America even more than Covid. Sixty days and
Harris has not once been to the border. Biden blew his top at
Susan Rice, his domestic policy head, who promptly headed
to the border to see what was going on there. Harris had defeated Rice, who as a former US national security advisor
and US ambassador to the UN was more experienced than
Harris, in the vicepresidential stakes. Rice was considered
for the secretary of state position, which instead went to
longtime Biden hand, Antony Blinken. Rice had to settle for
domestic policy chief, whatever that entails. Harris knows
that the southern border is toxic for a US politician. Most
American whites don't want swarms of coloured people
streaming into their country. Trump had instituted strict
curbs at the border, including building his border wall,
which had stemmed the tide of migrants. Biden has loosened those curbs. Now migrants are pouring into the US.
Harris knows that the only way to solve the migrant crisis
is to be strict like Trump. What is Harris to do then? She has
decided not to visit the border nor give a press conference
about the crisis. Harris has been a public prosecutor all her
life. Her entire natural mien is one of grilling someone else.
She did that quite effectively with the then nominee for the
US Supreme Court, Brett Kavanaugh, who she almost reduced to tears. Kavanaugh is a US Supreme Court justice
now. Heavens if a case against Harris were to come before
him. What are Harris's views on Iran? If she has any, how
have they been shaped? On North Korea? On IsraelPalestine? On India-Pakistan? On China? Biden is an old
hand at foreign policy but how much can he impart to
Harris in such a short time? Wouldn't it have been better if
he had chosen the seasoned Rice as his Vice President. But
Harris has the glam quotient that Rice lacks perhaps. Now
firmly ensconced in the vice presidency and in the vice
presidential mansion, Number One Observatory Circle,
which arguably is more plush than even the White House,
Harris seems to have had time to work out and shed some
weight and look even more glamorous. The vice president is
the shadow president of the US. Her only job is to get ready
to become president in case the president falters. Because a
vice president benefits the most if something were to happen to the president, some presidents in the past have regarded vice presidents with suspicion.
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TO THE EDITOR

Plastic menace
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toll after facing flak over reports of discrepancy between
government and municipal corporations data. This has
raised public doubt over motive and efficiency of pandemic
management. High Court of Uttarakhand has also ordered
for audit of deaths. The state departments conceals the number of infected and deaths by asking diagnostic companies
not to conduct tests, and threatening reporters with dire
consequences if they dare report this. The state views information from posts on social media and reports from independent journalists as acts which seek to present a wrong
picture of the prevailing situation. In fact, the real picture is
several times worse, with queues of bodies lining the streets
to the crematoriums, unclaimed bodies floating in the river,
and bodies buried in the sands. Messengers come in various
forms. One is the government appointed envoy. Another is
the journalist who must report of things as they are, not as
they are proclaimed to be. Then you have common citizens
who try to tell others what their plight is. You must also include analysts and visionaries, who could tell governments
what ought to be done. You must also add another situation
where conditions are created so that it is impossible for anyone to become a messenger. All of them are messengers.
Reports suggest that the Indian government failed to respond to troubling data earlier in the year. As cases inched
upward in February and March in the state of Maharashtra,
India's COVID task force didn't meet, despite concerns
among several members. Around the same time a data journalist in Chennai, pointed out that results from national
sero surveys conducted in the fall suggested high rates of
antibodies in densely populated cities hit hard in the first
wave, like Pune and Mumbai. Yet cases there were still rising dramatically. The National Health Mission's Health
Management Information System. During the most stringent period of India's countrywide COVID lockdown from
April to June, the rates of maternal-health screenings, immunizations, and outpatient treatment for serious diseases
were all frighteningly low. Public-health experts warn that
the confusing, irrational, and often contradictory guidance
during the pandemic will have long-term effects on India's
overall health. In addition, India's genomic sequencing to detect the prevalence of new variants, including delta variant
that is now threatening to become the dominant variant in
the UK, was far behind other countries with large case numbers. If this information were easily available, public pressure would have helped remedy the situation to some extent.
At present it appears that the government is itself party to
such frauds. By suppressing data and threatening dire consequences for anyone who tries reporting on actual data, the
state is effectively shooting down potential messengers. In
the end, this suppression of information leads to poor decision-making. With little information, a coterie advises government on what is to be done. Eventually decision-makers
won't even know when they are being wrongly advised.

LETTERS

Motorists make their away along a road as dark monsoon clouds loom over Siliguri in West Bengal on Friday.

Greening urban India towards greener cities of tomorrow
HARDEEP SINGH PURI

O

n 5 June every year since
1974, nations, communities
and individuals across the globe
have come together to celebrate
and remember our duty towards
our planet and future generations
by observing World Environment
Day. This year, the United Nations
Decade of Ecosystem Restorations
is being launched, building towards the goals of this decade.
While the pressures of development have grown, so has our ability to adapt our societies,
economies and politics for a green
and healthy future. The delicate
balance between sustainable development and environmental protection has been one of the core
targets of the United Nations
Agenda
2030
Sustainable
Development Goals. A networked
approach to achieving these SDGs
has been inculcated into India's
policy and political discourse over
the past seven years of the Modi
government.
The motto of the Agenda 2030:
Sustainable Development Goals –
'Leave No-one Behind' very much
embodies the essence of Gandhi
Ji's philosophy of Sarvodaya
through Antyodaya – 'reaching the
farthest first'. This is a guiding
principle that has been a part of
Indian thought and policy and a
fundamental virtue for the execution of National Programmes and
Missions of Ministry of Housing &
Urban Affairs. On 15 August 2014,
Prime Minister Shri Narendra

Modi Ji launched the Swachhata
(Clean India) movement. It was, in
effect, the harbinger of a total
transformation of our urban landscape. In June 2015, the most extensive urbanisation programme
undertaken anywhere in the world
was unleashed through the flagship Missions of the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(Urban), Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation
and
Urban
Transformation (AMRUT) and
Smart Cities Mission (SCM). The
launch of flagship missions of the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs predates the adoption of
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in 2016 by almost a
year. Yet, what is striking is that
most of the SDGs are reflected in
the core objectives of these flagship missions. These national missions have achieved their set targets while ensuring sustainable
development to address climate
change are a non-negotiable part
of it.
The Swachh Bharat Mission
(Urban) focuses on achieving an
Open Defecation Free India, building Solid Waste Management capacity and bringing about behavioural change in society. Through
the annual Swachh Survekshan,
Cooperative and Competitive
Federalism have become the driving force behind this citizen-led
'Jan Andolan.' It is estimated that
various initiatives under SBM-U

can mitigate 17.42 million tonnes
of CO2 eq. of GHG emissions by
2022. The Smart Cities Mission
has been the one taking charge of
technological advancements of
our cities to improve governance,
sustainability and disaster risk resilience. Smart solutions are being
implemented to improve energy
efficiency and non-motorised
transport capacity in our urban
centres. To further supplement the
climate-sensitive development of
our cities, the Climate Smart
Assessment Framework has been
adopted. The framework aims to
help cities adapt, collaborate and
exchange best practice to achieve
international standards for green,
sustainable, and resilient urban
habitats.
Till now, infrastructure for 417.5
kms of smart roads, solar panels
generating 30 MW and 253.5 MLD
of wastewater treatment capacity
has been completed. Overall reduction in GHG emissions from
projects implemented under SCM
is expected to reach 4.93 million
tonnes of CO2 by 2022. In AMRUT,
water supply and management,
energy efficiency, and increased
green spaces have been the goal in
500 target cities. As of today, 1,831
parks over 3,700 acres have been
developed, 85 lakh streetlights
have been replaced, resulting in
energy saving of 185.33 crore units
(kWh), and 106 water bodies have
been rejuvenated. The mission is
likely to result in mitigation of
48.52 million tonnes of CO2 eq.
GHG by 2022. With 1.12 crore
houses sanctioned, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) has
focused on new construction technologies that are innovative, environmentally friendly, and disaster
resilient. The Global Housing
Technology Challenge was
launched, and 54 new technologies identified. The Prime Minister
launched six Lighthouse Projects
on 01 January 2021. These are already under construction in six
geo-climatic zones across the

country.
Additionally, about 43.3 lakh
houses are being constructed
where Fly Ash bricks/blocks and
Concrete blocks are used. Overall
the mission has the potential to
mitigate around 12 million tonnes
CO2 eq. of GHG emissions by 2022.
Lastly, the Metro Rail, one of the
most energy-efficient Mass Rapid
Transit System, is operational in 18
cities with over 720 kms of line
constructed. Another 1,055 kms of
new metro line is under construction in 27 cities. This expansive
network is expected to mitigate
around 21.58 million tonnes of CO2
eq. GHG during 2015-2022.
Cumulatively the National
Missions under the implementation of MoHUA are projected to
mitigate GHG emissions equivalent to more than 93 million tonnes
of CO2 by 2022. This number is
bound to increase as National
Missions collaborate, and best
practices are disseminated. Today,
a transformative wave of environmental consciousness, technological advancement, and holistic development is driving the sustainability agenda in India. The balance between society, nature and
development is an intricate one
pushed in the limelight by the
Covid-19 crisis. Similar to climate
change, the pandemic affected the
most vulnerable sections of society across the globe.
Transitions brought forth by
technological democratisation,
sustainable infrastructure building, and behavioural change have
helped us tackle the Covid-19 crisis while reaching out to those in
dire need. Such a progressive
track of urban development while
keeping sustainability, disaster
risk resilience, community building at the core has been the guiding mantle during the last 7 years
of Modi government. It will help us
preserve our environment, restore
ecosystems and mitigate risks
posed by climate change in the
coming decade.

Use of plastic bags and plastic
cups continues on a massive
scale causing harmful effects on
the environment. Modern technology, undoubtedly, has
brought much convenience and
comfort to our daily lives. But
everything has its pros and cons.
Nowadays plastic bags and cups
are seen to have flooded the
market. Thus, new hazards have
been introduced to our lives with
the excessive use of such materials. Plastic bags and cups are indeed light, convenient and cheap
but they pose serious threats to
ecological balance and human
health. All these plastic materials
are non-biodegradable. When
they are burnt down, the smoke
pollutes the atmosphere. In
many cases, they entirely stop
the flow of waste materials in the
underground drainage system.
As a result, roads remain waterlogged for days together, particularly during the monsoon.
Moreover, if such plastic bags
and cups are carelessly thrown
on the agricultural land, they pollute the land and hamper proper
cultivation. We request the authorities to rigorously enforce
the laws that will minimize the
production and use of plastic
bags and cups. Instead of plastic
bags and cups, they can shift to
paper bags and cups, which are
biodegradable and will not cause
any harm.
Madhuparna Mitra, via email

Postal order fee
rationalisation
It was only after revelation
through RTI application that
Department of Posts discontinued postal-orders in outdated
denominations like rupees 1, 2, 5
and 7 because of extremely low
sale-figure and high handling
cost. According to an RTI response, handling cost of a postalorder was rupees 37.45 to
Department of Posts alone in the
year 2011-12. Handling cost for
clearing-operation of banks is
even extra. It is highly illogical
that public-exchequer may bear
such extra-ordinary loss in handling postal-orders in denominations like rupees 10 and 20.
Rather it is time that higher denominations like of rupees 100,
200 and 500 may be added to
avoid purchase of demand-drafts
in submitting various types of
fees. Government-fees below rupees 50 may either be increased
or totally abolished. Or
Department of Posts may issue
special stamps like there used to
be for licences of radio and TV
sets for services requiring heavy
use of postal-orders in lower denominations of rupees 10 and 20.
Beginning can be done with introducing RTI stamps where
presently heavy use of postal-orders in denominations rupees 10
is there. RTI stamps can be issued in denominations of rupees
2, 10 and 50. Presently copyingcharges under RTI Act in
amounts lower than rupees 10 is
not feasible because of discontinuance of postal-orders in denominations of rupees 2. Even
Central Information Commission
CIC in its repeated verdicts has
recommended issue of RTI
stamps. CIC has also taken up
the issue of RTI stamps with
Department of Post administratively.
Subhash Chandra Agrawal, Delhi

WHAT THEY TWEET!
Eric Weinstein
@EricRWeinstein
The world is so crazy right
now, in my opinion, that
everyone who engages the
craziness, if only to fight
it, becomes noticeably
more crazy in the process.
If this is false, who sees
the madness, has fought it,
and has not been diminished by it? I'm not sure of
a counterexample.

Shashi S@shashidigital
The manner in which big tech platforms have certified politically partisan outlets as authorised fact checkers is concerning. There needs to be
greater due diligence and periodic
review. Highlighted the same in my
remarks to Editors-in-Chief from
Asia-Pacific Public Broadcasters.

Tenzing Lamsang@TenzingLamsang
A reason that Family Man clicked so
well is that more than any of the muscled/pretty dudes of Bollywood the
character of Srikant Tiwari is what
many middle class Indians would
identify with. Loved the complexity of
the character. Did anyone else detect
the undercurrent of rage?

Pravin Sawhney
@PravinSawhney
India asks China to issue
visas for Indians working
there, trade too improves.
Signs that India has accepted #Ladakh & seeking normalcy. This is best Modi
gov could do since status
quo ante not possible.
Wonder if key lesson learnt:
Don't mess with China
without military power!

Sandeep Mall@SandeepMall
Work view

Pushpesh Pant@PushpeshPant
How many knew of z C Dingko was
battling? Did state or central govt.
provide aid?Corporates falling over
one other 2 sponsor IPL? Fellow boxers inspired by him? Nationalist
politicians 4m NER? Particularly moving tearful coach recalling candle lit
celebrations with tri colour.

Dr Allah Nizar Baloch@DAN__Baloch
Post US withrwal from Afghanistan
has brought a rapid political and
strategic change in Balochistan with
increasing number of disappearances and escalated atrocities. It
requires radical change in policies of
Baloch movement. Otherwise we
will lose our gains of two decades.
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More than 65000 ‘Kattas’ of
paddy left out in the open sky
Q

Q

In four centres of
Arang region in Raipur
district
Likely to get damaged
due to earlier and now
monsoon showers

Central Chronicle News
Arang, Jun 11: The lifting of paddy purchase on
MSP through societies in
Arang region has still not
been completed and with
monsoon knocking at the
door, it is going to tough
times for society to keep
costly foodgrains safe and
ensure its timely lifting already considerably delayed.
Due to this there are
chances that paddy worth
crore is going to be badly
affected and get damaged.
On the other hand there is
going to be difficulty in getting labourers for safety of

the paddy stored in societies, as they are busy with
farming work in the fields.
In four of the Samitis of
Paddy
Procurement
Centres (PPC) of Raipur
district viz.
Nara,
Bhansoj, Farfoud and
Bana there is still large
quantity of paddy left for
lifting. Out of these, there
is balance of around 20000
'kattas' of paddy left in
'Nara'; 10000 'kattas' each
in Bhansoj and Farfoud;
and 25000 'kattas' in Bana.
Convenor
Kissan
Sangharsh
Samiti
Bhupendra Sharma giving
above information said
that this costly paddy has
been stored out in the open
sky and despite taking all
measures to keep it safe
and wet, they seems to
have failed and helpless
due to heavy showers and
strong winds blowing during this season.
Despite the rule of paddy

above buffer limits to be
lifted within 3 days and closure of paddy purchase
from Jan 31 onwards and
still large quantity of
paddy lying out in the open
in socities even four
months after the closure
date, would result in drying of paddy due to intense
heat over last three months
and now it would get damaged due to heavy showers
expected in coming days.
He further said that
with start of farming
season now the societies
would not even get men
to watch for paddy stored
here and urged to get the
balance amount of paddy
left in these centre lifted
at the earliest by the state
government and ensure
due compensation to
Societies for the damage
caused due to delay on
part of rice millers and
state government authorities.

NRLM comes to the
rescue of Vimala & Co

Ready to eat food mandatory in
trains from Bilaspur Junction

Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Bilaspur, Jun 11:
Passengers looking for
special meals from
pantry cars have to wait
a few more days, as
trains running from
Bilaspur
Junction
routes have been ordered to shut down
their pantry by the
Railways for the coming
10 days, and ensure
availability of ready to
eat meals for the passengers. The Railways
has taken this step to

curb the spread of
COVID 19 and the campaign is ensured in all
the special trains running from Bilaspur
Junction.
Prior to the order all
special trains with
pantry cars were inspected and the staff instructed to adhere to
COVID 19 protocol. The
staffs were also instructed to produce medical
certificates before coming in direct contact
with passengers as per
the guidelines issued.

Korea, Jun 11: They say adversity is a
lover of challenges, and people who love
challenges are knocked by adversity
even more. Meet Vimala of village
Patrapalli of Baikunthpur Development
Block, who steered clear many adversities to horn her own skills, as well as
many more in her community.
Founding member of Durga Self Help
Group, formed under National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM), on
26/07/2017, Vimala and her fellow
women mates ten in number, coming
from rural background, started earning
from farm goods under the project, giving a subway for earning to the other
members of the family too. Secretary of
the unit, Vimala not only inspires the
other members' of the group but also inspires women folks of the village to
learn to earn, using beneficiary schemes
of the Central and State Government.
Vimala, going ahead, in her plans, has
opened a kirana shop with the aid of a
loan passed from Block Project
Management Unit, Baikunthpur and has
turned a example to many opting for

Priyanka Rishi Mahobia joins as CEO Compassionate appointment serves good for a family of three
Q

District Panchayat
Dhamtari

Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Dhamtari, Jun 11: IAS of
2016 batch Priyanka Rishi
Mahobia assumed as CEO
District
Panchayat
Dhamtari on Wednesday
afternoon as the 21st CEO
of Panchayat.
With formal introduction of all the officers and
employees of District
Panchayat she held expectations to implement the
government's schemes
successfully and ensure
completion of all government works on time.
On this occasion all the
officers and employees of

District
Panchayat
Dhamtari welcomed PR
Mahobia as new CEO of
District Panchayat. After
this she conducted inspection department-wise in
the District Panchayat.

ing compassionate appointment
had applied in the Block
Education Department, but
failed to acquire a place in the
department as there was no vacancy at the said period of time.
Post COVID 19 period, after
Chhattisgarh Governments decision to remove the 10 percent
cap in compassionate appointment, Sweety was appointed as
teacher in Grade 3 category of
the
School
Education
Department, on 2 June, 2021. 22
year old Sweety currently a student of MA final year has
thanked the government for the
appointment and is assured that
the family, consisting of a
younger sibling and mother will
have a safe future ahead.

Bilaspur, Jun 11: The COVID
19 pandemic no doubt brought
along with it umpteen misery
and loss, and as many families
struggle to make ends meet, the
policies
of
Chhattisgarh
Government has come to their
aid at the nick of time.
Posted as Headmaster in
Government School, at village
Khairwar, in Kota Development
Block, Praveen Jaiswal of
Bilaspur breathed his last fighting liver sclerosis on March 27,
2020, and he had a family of four
to support at the time of his
death.
Soon after his death, his elder
daughter Sweety Jaiswal, seek-

Pensioners' Association hails removal of encroachment
Q

From its proposed
building site in city

Central Chronicle News
Pandaria, Jun 11: The
members
of
city's
Pensioner' Association
were agitated on encroachment of proposed
Pensioners' Association
building in city and urged
the Tehsildar to remove
the same with immediate
effect.
Based upon complaint
by
the
Pensioners'
Association, Tehsildar
Sanjay Vishwakarma took
immediate action and sent
the Patwari for spot verification. It was on confir-

mation of report of encroachment by Patwari,
Tehsildar himself went to
the site and inspected the
encroachment done and
got the bamboos and log of
wood placed in the building premises removed
with orde to Kotavar. With

prompt
action
by
Teshsildar
Sanjay
Vishwakarma, the members
of
Pensioners'
Association are very
much happy and expressed gratitude to him.
It is notable here that
Pensioners' Association

Pandaria had submitted
an application to District
Collector Kabirdhaam for
allotment of land for new
building of Association in
city. On this the Collector
started the procedure as
per rules and gave instructions to Tehsildar
and Patwari to recover
the interest on 'bhubhatak'. This case is
presently going on in
Pandaria tehsil office.
It is notable here that
despite having information in this regard, there
was forceful encroachment on this proposed
land of
Pensioners'
Association and soil was
placed in it along with
bamboos and log of wood.

Ex-MP hails two major declarations by PM Modi
Q

Vaccination free of cost and ration for poor till Diwali

Central Chronicle News
Fingeshwar, Jun 11: The
former LS MP Chandulal
Sahu has held the two declarations made by the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his address to the
nation that of hike in MSP
of paddy and other crops
and providing free of cost
ration to needy persons
from June 21 till Diwali as
historical decision.
In a statement made to
the press, LS MP Sahu
said that the central government has taken other
major decision of providing free of cost vaccination to all with due sensitivity and in favour of the
nation. Similarly the earlier decision to vaccinate

the frontline workers, including health workers,
sanitary staff and others
also ensured dedicated
services without any fear
to citizens during both
first and second wave of
corona.
Similarly the central
government accorded priority to vaccination for
persons above 60 yr of age
and then with those above
45 yrs and at national level
the vaccination drive got
successfully implemented.
But seeing smooth conduct and success of vaccination, many a persons
and political parties with
selfish interest and wrong
intentions started causing
hindrances either through
spreading of false rumour

Teachers’ Association

CG Teachers Association
Provides financial aid
Ramanujnagar, Jun 11: After the untimely demise of
Mahesh Baghel, Head Master, Secondary School,
Kalyanpur Development Block, CG Teachers
Association initiated financial aid for the deceased's
family and handed over a cheque of Rs. 10,000 to late
Mahesh Baghel's wife Sangeeta Devi at their residence at
Devnagar. President of CG Teachers Association
Bhupesh Singh initiated the process and with the cooperation of Block Education Officer, Ramanujnagar
Rajaram Singh the aid was handed over to the family.
Pitambar Singh, Rehman Khan, Amit Gupta, Premdas
Gupta and other's were present.

about vaccination or handing over rights for vaccination to respective states.
The central government
provided sufficient time to
state government for vaccination and when it
comes to state like
Chhattisgarh, how the
vaccination for 18+ failed
is known to all. So in order
to save oneself from the
failure the state governments started blaming
central government for
short-supply and other
vague reasons to meet
their intentions.
Former
LS
MP
Chandulal Sahu said that
they did not spared the scientists of country from
the vaccine prepared and
disrespected their profession and their dedication
towards
countrymen.

Sahu charged that the
Chhattisgarh government
is not serious about vaccination.
He also hailed the extension of scheme for poor
under 'Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana' till Diwali and said
that this will benefit
around 80 crore citizens
and would provide big relief to them during this
pandemic period. The central government also took
a major decision of providing vaccination to all
free of
cost be it
Chhattisgarh or any other
state and the monitoring
responsibility is that of
Chhattisgarh government
and for which it should
make necessary preparations and ensure that all
the youth and seniors get
vaccination on time.

Getting information in
this regard, Pensioners'
Association
urged
Tehsildar to remove the
same at the earliest.
Encroachment
at
many places in city:
There are reports of
encroachment on government land (Nazul) in city
and which needs to be removed by the district administration at the earliest. There are reports of
encroachment in front of
forest deptt's East, West
office and also in Kissan
Rice Mill in Mainpura
and near Tehsil office as
well. All this needs to be
removed immediately
and free nazul land from
encroachment.

completed on time and keeping
quality in construction work.
He said that they should accord
top priority to public welfare
schemes of the state government and get it executed with
due sincerity. Commissioner
KMC Sharma conducted inspection of different places in KMC

Shyamlal Dhavade assumes
office as Collector
Q

Korea District

Korea, Jun 10: The newly
appointed Collector Korea
Shyamlal Dhavade assumed
office as the 16th Collector of
Korea district on Wednesday.
After this he obtained introduction from the officers and
employees of the Collectorate
in the meeting hall and took
information about the activities being carried out in the
district.
On this occasion he extended greetings and best wishes
to outgoing Collector SN
Rathore for his future endeavours and motivated all the officers and employees to extend
their best for district's
progress. He said that one

should render cent percent of
one's capacity in favour of general public and by doing so
Korea district will make new
record of progress.
On occasion of farewell to
SN Rathore, he shared his one
year's stint as Collector with all
the officers and employees
present and extended best
wishes to new Collector
Dhavade. It is notable here that
Shyamlal Dhavade is an IAS of
2008 batch and has worked
earlier as Collector in District
Balrampur, Ramanujganj.

Getting cycles bring smile on face of students
Q

From BEO Arang under
govt's scheme

Central Chronicle News
Arang, Jun 11: The girl
students of Government
HS School Tekari (Kunda)
were distributed cycles by
Block Education officer
(BEO) Arang under state
government's scheme.
There was smile on the
faces of 28 girl students on
getting cycle from the
guests.
President Shala Vikas
Samiti Hulasaram Verma,
Principal J Kujur, SK
Verma,
and
former
District Panchayat president Sharda Devi Verma,
Sarpanch Nandkumar

Yadav, former Sarpanch
Ramanand Patel, Chedan
Verma, Ashok Nayak,
Kisan Sangharsh Samiti
ConvenorBhupendra
Sharma, along with teachersNilesh
Pandey,
Suryakant
Belgahe,

Tularam
Netam,
Vijayshankar Banjare,
Vikas Pathak, Namita
Verma, Neelam Soni,
Dharita Diwan, Dipti
Dewangan, Jaya Verma
handed over cycles to girl
students of the School.

Construction agencies working as per Minister's dictum, alleges Markam
Q

For registration of
unemployed youth
only the near and
dear ones of the
minister getting
benefitted

Central Chronicle News
Konta, Jun 11: In response to the
allegation
of
Sukma
Municipality President Raju
Sahu, BJP District President
Hoonagaram Markam has
charged that the construction
agency in Sukma district, especially the Public Works
Department (PWD), is completely ally of Minister Kawasi
Lakhma and Congress leaders.
The system of e-registration
which has been implemented by
the state government in the
name of giving employment to

the youth has also become a
system to benefit the near &
dear ones of the minister.
Before making the charges, the
leader of the Congress is the
president
of
Sukma
Municipality. BJP leaders questioned as to first of all let it be
known as to how many youths
have given employment under
the e-system. He charged that
majority of the people given
work under this system are
close to minister Kawasi
Lakhma and Kawasi Harish, who

Focus with works for improvement in services: Sharma
Korba, Jun 11: Municipal
Commissioner Korba Municipal
Corporation (KMC) Kuldeep
Sharma directed the KMC officers to get the works done
focussing upon rendering better services and basic facilities
to denizens in different wards
of KMC.
It is by using the resources
available at their disposal they
should strengthen the system,
be it cleaning or sanitation,
development works or any construction work, all should be

beneficiary schemes to avail a livelihood.
Further with the profits of the shop,
Vimala bought a four-wheeler, which
was used to ferry goods to the local markets and now the shops also trades other
commodities. The small time business
now gives a turnover of 1 to 2 lacks to the
family per annum.

wards along with officers at 6:00
am and saw the public welfare
services and facilities being provided and gave necessary
instructions to KMC officer for
its improvement. During this he
visited Gouthan in Gokulnagar;
SLRM centre behind Minimata
College; Budhwari Bazar; CSEB
Chowk; TP Nagar area; Indira
Stadium premises; Swimming
pool; 'Shakti Sthal'; Auditorium;
Fourlane road, Dhaynchand
Chowk, water treatment plant
Kohadiya; newly constructed

Sarveshwar Anicut on Hasdeo
River; by-pass road of
Gerwaghat Ratakhar and other
places.
During this detour, Addl.
Commissioner KMC Ashok
Sharma, Zone Commissioner
RK Maheshwari, RK Choubey,
MN Sarkar, health officer VK
Saraswat, Dr Sanjay Tiwari,
Sunil Verma, Horticulture
Suptd.- Anand Rathore; AE
Rahul Mishra, Rakesh Masih,
Ramesh Suryavanshi, and
others.

are reported to have taken big
sum in terms of commission, he
alleged.
Ever since former Chief
Minister Raman Singh created
Sukma district during the BJP
rule, the development works
were carried out in almost all
areas of Sukma. Still Raju Sahu
should see that all the major
works being carried out in
Sukma district are during that of
BJP rule, whether it is Navodaya
Vidyalaya being built near
Dornapal or any other work.
The work of spending lakhs of
rupees by repairing the buildings built during the BJP regime
with DMF funds and other items
is going on. Right now as per the
new rules of the central government will stop these works, due
to which Congress leaders like
Raju Sahu are worried. He questioned Sahu that other than the
work of MNREGA scheme of the

Center, he should tell any additional work which has been
done during the tenure of
Congress government of two
and a half years in the state.
The work done during the
tenure of BJP government is
being claimed as that of
Congress. Due to their leaders,
the employment of many contractors has been snatched
away. Some people who are
doing the work are either liked
by the minister or they are
working by paying huge commission.
Due to which the reports of
corruption in every work is
being received everyday. In
every construction agencies,
only the preferred contractors
are getting the work secretly.
Due to which the state government is losing crores and the big
leaders of Congress are getting
the work.
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Godhan Nyay Yojana is a scheme
with multiple benefits: CM

Raipur, Jun 11:

Chief
Minister
Bhupesh Baghel transferred an amount of Rs.
3.70 cr to the accounts of
Gauthan committees, selfhelp groups and dung vendors under Godhan Nyay
Yojana (GNY) in a virtual
program organized at his
residence office today. The
amount transferred includes a dividend of Rs.
2.45 cr to Gauthan committees and self-help
groups. Under GNY, so far,
Rs 95.94 cr has been paid
in lieu of cow dung purchased in Gauthans,
which has benefited 1.68
lakh livestock farmers
and villagers. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated all the people directly and indirectly
involved in the implementation of this scheme.
On this occasion, Chief
Minister also launched
Godhan Super Compost
mobile
app.
Chief
Minister said that Godhan
Nyay is a scheme with
multi-level benefits. This
scheme is proving beneficial for all the sections of
the society. GNY is promoting protection of livestock, encouraging animal husbandry, protection
of crops and environment,

 Payment of Rs 3.07 crore transferred to the accounts
of Gauthan samitis, SHGs and cow-dung vendors
 Godhan Super Compost Mobile App inaugurated
 Nearly Rs 95.94 crore paid to the cow-dung venors so far
extra income for villagers
and livestock farmers
from the sale of dung, employment and income to
women self-help groups
through manufacturing of
vermicompost, super compost and other products
and also organic farming.
Chief Minister said that
the use of vermicompost
and super compost manure is improving the
quality and fertility of
food grains and reducing
the cost of cultivation, the
benefits of which have
started accruing to the
farmers. Chief Minister

said that vermi compost
produced under the
scheme is proving to be
beneficial for the agriculture sector. Chief Minister
directed to constitute and
activate committees for
the operation of all the
Gauthans built in the
state, so that its benefits
could be availed.
On this occasion,
Agriculture
Minister
Ravindra Choubey said
that Godhan Nyay Yojana
is being discussed all over
the
country.
The
Parliament Committee
has recommended Central

Government to implement this scheme nationwide. He said that apart
from procurement of cow
dung worth Rs 96 cr from
cattle rearers and farmers, nearly 80 thousand
women belonging to selfhelp groups have got employment under the
scheme.
Minister
Choubey said that at present only 5590 Gauthans
are active, but construction of 9950 Gauthans has
been approved. As all the
Gauthans become active,
the profit will increase
further. At the beginning

of
the
program,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr. M.
Geeta informed about the
achievements of the
scheme so far through
power point presentation.
She said that the women
self-help groups associated with Gauthans have received an income of Rs
27.78 crore from incomeoriented activities. Out of
3 lakh 6 thousand 770
quintals of vermi compost
produced
in
Gauthans, one lakh 44
thousand 320 quintal has
been sold. Out of 5590
Gauthans in the state, 913
have become self-supporting. The program was attended by Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Forest
Minister
Mohammad
Akbar, Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia, two advisors to the Chief MinisterRuchir Garg and Pradeep
Sharma, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Special
Secretary,
Agriculture Department
and Godhan Nyay Yojana
Nodal officer of the
scheme
Dr.
S.
Bharathidasan, Director
of
Horticulture and
Veterinary Matheswaran
V. and other senior officers were also present.

‘Gadhbo Nava Ch’garh picks
up pace under CM’s leadership’
Inauguration-bhoomi pujan of 2971 works of Rs 1832 cr in six districts of the state

Raipur, Jun 11:
With the second wave
of corona outbreak coming to a halt in the state,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s resolve to build
a new Chhattisgarh has
again gained momentum.
Baghel has started inauguration and bhumpujan
of development and construction works worth cr
of rupees in the districts.
Chief Minister has done
inauguration and bhumipujan of development
works worth Rs 1832
crore in six districts of
the state in the last three
days. He has done virtual
Inauguration and Bhumi
Pujan of total 2971 works
for the development and
construction of public facilities in Durg, Balod,
Balodabazar-Bhatapara,
Mahasamund, Gariaband
and Kabirdham districts.
In order to know the real-

Chief Minister releases
CAIT hailed agreement
‘Bagwani Ke Bihaan’ booklet for levy of corporation tax

Raipur, Jun 11:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel released booklet
‘Bagwani Ke Bihaan’ published by the Directorate
of Horticulture and Farm
Forestry during the virtual program organized
under Godhan Nyay
Yojana at his residence office here today. This booklet has been published for
the purpose to make the
public aware and encourage them for the cultivation of horticulture crops
in
the
state
of
Chhattisgarh. In this book,
detailed information has
been given about the use of
horticulture techniques
and commercial production of crops.
Congratulating
the
Horticulture Department
for the publication of
‘Bagwani ke Bihaan’ booklet,
Chief
Minister

Bhupesh Baghel said that
the Chhattisgarh government is making efforts to
bring a change in the income and standard of living of the farmers in the
state. He said that along
with upgrading traditional agriculture with means
and facilities, it is necessary to give importance to
the production of horticulture crops. The program
was attended by Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu,
Agriculture
Minister
Ravindra
Choubey, Forest Minister
Mohammad
Akbar,
Women
and
Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia, Advisors
to the Chief Minister
Ruchir Garg & Pradeep
Sharma, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrata Sahoo,
Special
Secretary
Agriculture Department
and Nodal Officer of

Tobacco addicts are
more prone to COVID 19
infection: Dr. Mandape

Mahasamund, Jun 11: Paying
emphasis on the need of curbing tobacco intake on World No
Tobacco Day, Dr. NK Mandape,
Chief Medical and Health
Officer, has strongly urged
tobacco lovers to shun the
addiction, as addicts are more
prone to many infections
including COVID 19. There is no
take of tobacco addicts to run
away from many serious diseases including cancer and pulmonary TB, and tobacco addiction continues to be the sole
reason behind the number of
cancer patients increasing on a
global level, said the medical
officer while addressing a small
gathering adhering to COVID
19 guidelines to mark No
Tobacco Day. Mitanins and

rehabilitated addicts were
felicitated and urged to stand
on their oath of de-addiction.
District nodal officer NCD,NTCP
Dr. Aniruddh Kasar also emphasized on the side effects of
tobacco addiction and rehabilitation therapies to come out of
it. District de-addiction centre
psychologist Megha Rani
Tamrakar also gave an insight
on how the saliva and fluids of
tobacco addicts can help
spread corona virus within a
given population. Dr. Anirudh
Kasar also informed that citizens can avail help at the number +917223888263 for tobacco
rehabilitation and de-addiction.
Dr. Chatrapal Chandrakar,
Uttam Shrivas and others were
present in the gathering.

Godhan Nyay Yojana Dr. S.
Bharathidasan, Director
of
Horticulture and
Veterinary Matheswaran
V. and other senior officers.
In the Bagwani ke
Bihan booklet, along with
the area, production and
productivity of horticulture
crops
in
Chhattisgarh, information
on 11 major varieties of
fruits, 11 major varieties of
vegetables, 4 major varieties of flowers, 3 major
varieties of spices, 5 major
varieties of medicinal &
aromatic crops and protected farming has been
included. Apart from this,
information has been
given in this booklet about
the possibilities of cultivation of fruits, vegetables
and spices as well as oil
palm and olive cultivation
in
the
state
of
Chhattisgarh.

Raipur, Jun 11: CAIT
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, State
Chairman
Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President, Jitendra
Doshi, Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Surinder Singh,
State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal & State Media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
has informed that the
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) has
hailed and appreciated
the agreement reached
out between members of
Group of Seven at a meeting held yesterday where
the richest nations agreed
to close cross border tax
loopholes used by some of
the world’s biggest multinational companies and
have decided to back a
minimum global corporation tax rate of at least
15%. This move though at
a very preliminary stage
and if implemented will
certainly put checks and
balances on the business
practices of multinational
companies and could be
termed as a most progres-

ity of the status of implementation of various
schemes and programs of
the government, besides
inaugurating development and construction
works in the districts,
Chief Minister Shri
Baghel is also holding
discussions with farmers, villagers, women selfhelp groups and different
categories of beneficiaries.
On June 8, Chief
Minister Baghel inaugurated and performed
bhoomi pujan of 244
works costing Rs.685
crore in Durg and Balod
districts, which include
57 works costing Rs.285.87
crore in Durg district and
187 development and construction works costing
Rs.399.32 crore in Balod
district. Chief Minister
Shri Baghel has inaugurated and performed
bhoomi pujan of 1430

works in BalodabazarBhatapara
and
Mahasamund district in
a virtual program organized at his residence office on 9th June, which
include 1172 works costing Rs 295 crore for
Balodabazar district and
258 works costing Rs 270
crore for Mahasamund
district.
Chief Minister inaugurated 1270 works costing
Rs 581 crore 97 lakh in
Gariaband
and
Kabirdham districts on
10th June, which include
inauguration of 211
works worth Rs 176 crore
94 lakh and bhoomi pujan
of 305 works worth Rs
180 crore 29 lakh in
Gariyaband district, and
inauguration of 415
works worth Rs 98 crore
73 lakh and Bhoomi
Pujan of 339 works worth
Rs 126 crore one lakh in
Kabirdham district.

Eight naxalites with prize
money of Rs 2 lakh surrender
Beefore Collector, SP and DRG Sukma district

 On MNCs by G7 Nations Subject to further discussive step which will bring
a diagonal reform in international taxation system having vital bearings
on the working of large
number of multinational
companies who are devsing ways and means to
avoid the tax liability to
the exchequer of consuming countries. However,
the rationale of levy of
such is justified only
when fair amount of such
tax goes to the country
where the goods or the
services have been consumed-said CAIT.
CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani
&
State
President Mr. Jitendra
Doshi said that though
the finer details of the
agreement will be chalked
out later but in the first instance, this landmark
deal will overhaul international tax laws, unveiling a broad agreement
that aims to stop large
multinational companies
from seeking out tax
havens and force them to
pay more of their income
to governments of the
countries where they operate their businesses.

sions, it will certainly
boost revenue of the countries like India, which is
the largest consumer
based economy over the
globe. Mr. Parwani & Mr.
Doshi said that the USP of
such a deal is that multinational corporations will
no longer be able to shy
away from their fiscal obligations by cunningly
transferring their profits
to countries with opaque
or beneficial tax structures for them. They will
pay the tax as may be finally agreed in the country where they sell their
goods
or
services.
Increasingly, income from
intangible sources such as
drug patents, software
and royalties on intellectual property has migrated to these jurisdictions,
allowing companies to
avoid paying higher taxes
in their traditional home
countries. However, fixing
a global minimum corporate tax rate of just 15 percent is far too low. It will
do little to end the damaging race to the bottom on
corporate tax and curtail
the widespread use of tax
havens-added both trade
leaders.

Konta, Jun 11: A total of
8 naxals with prize money
of Rs 2 lakh surrendered
before Collector, SP and
DRG in Sukma district
here on Friday. It is during
‘naxal’s Jan-pituri saptah’
(week) that the Sukma district got this major success. Being influenced by
state government’s rehabilitation policy and dissatisfied with inhuman
treatment and vague ideology of Naxalites and being
fed-up of exploitation,
atrocities and violence
with the local tribals, that
these 8 Naxals decided to
surrender. Among the naxalites who surrendered included a couple as well and
another surrendered with
loaded gun. The naxalites
who surrendered under
state’s rehabilitation policy were provided Rs 10000
as ‘protsahan rashi’.
It was in view of antinaxal operations by IG
Bastar Range, Jagdalpur
Sundarraj P and by SP

Sukma KL Dhruv and getting influenced by state’s
rehabilitation policy a
total of 8 naxals from
Naxal organisation surrendered.
This include, Vanjam
Bheema (Platoon No.4 section-B with prize money of
Rs 2 lakh); Ravi DAKKMS
member; Kosa (GRD
Commander),
Deva
(Militia member); Dirdo
Ganga (Militia member);
Sodhi
Dula
(Militia
Member); Kawasi Dewa
(Militia member); Madavi
Kalawati (CNM member)
surrendered in front of
SP’s office Sukma before
CRPF DIG YS Singh,
Collector
Vineet
Nandanvar, SP KL Dhruv,
Commandant 150th CRPF
Battalion Dharmendra
Singh; Tashi Gyalic Commandant
2nd
Battalion
CRPF;
Sachindra Choubey- Addl.
SP Sukma. During this the
gazetted officers of Sukma
district were also present.

‘Mobile medical units under MSSY of great help even during Corona period’
Raipur, Jun 11:
The Mobile Medical
Units (MMUs) under the
Mukhyamantri
Slum
Swasthya Yojana (MSSY)
are not only providing
regular check-up-treatment-medicine to those
living in slums in urban
areas of Chhattisgarh
but also were helpful in
controlling the coronavirus infection.
Since the inception of
the scheme, till now ten
thousand camps have
been organized under
this scheme. Free checkup, treatment and medicine have been provided
to about five lakh patients.
Mukhyamantri Slum
Swasthya Yojana was
launched
by
Chhattisgarh
Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
in the presence of MP
Rahul Gandhi on the
State Foundation Day 01
November 2020.
60 MMUs equipped
with modern equipment

 So far 10000 camps
organized under
the scheme
 More than 5 lakh
patients benefited
 Qualified doctors
and trained team
providing door to
door test-treatmentmedicine facilities
are providing health
services in all the 14 municipal corporations of
the state. In these mobile
medical units, MBBS doctors are providing health
facilities to the patients
by setting up camps in
about 1600 slums. Along
with MBBS doctors, pharmacists are also available
for free distribution of
medicines, lab technician
for free lab tests, ANM
and MMU driver are
available to serve patients in the camp.
This scheme, which
provides door-to-door
treatment
in
Para-

Mohalla, has so far treated about 05 lakh patients.
Out of these patients, free
lab test has been done for
about one lakh twenty
thousand patients. 41
types of different lab
tests are done in MMU. In
these, blood, excreta,
urine, sputum, tuberculosis, thyroid, malaria, typhoid etc. are examined
by skilled lab technicians
with state-of-the-art machines. About four lakh
forty thousand patients
have availed services
from pharmacists on the
basis of doctor’s prescriptions, taking advantage of

free drug delivery service
in MMU. Availability of
200 types of medicines
like Paracetamal, Brufen,
Metformin, Atenolol, Bcomplex, Iron, Folic acid,
Cephalexin, Amoxicillin,
Limci, ORS, Tetanus injection, Rabies injection
etc. is being ensured in
MMU.
There is also a provision of blood-pressure
measuring
machine,
sugar test machine, ECG
machine, oxygen cylinder
etc. in MMU vehicles of
slum swasthya yojana.
Chief
Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has

praised the officers, employees of the Urban
Administration
and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department,
District
Collector and the team of
MMU on the achievement
of completing the treatment of five lakh patients.
In Raipur about 1.26
lakh from 15 MMU, in
Durg about 35 thousand
from 4 MMU, in Bhilai
about 34 thousand from 3
MMU, in Rajnandgaon
about 33 thousand from
MMU, in Bilaspur about
51 thousand from 4 MMU,
in Korba about 8 MMU 55

thousand, about 33 thousand from 4 MMU in
Raigarh, about 26 thousand from 4 MMU in
Ambikapur,In Jagdalpur
about 28 thousand from 4
MMU, in Chirmiri about
11 thousand from 2 MMU,
in Risali about 2 MMU
about 19 thousand, in
Dhamtari from 2 MMU
about 18 thousand, in
Bhilai-Charoda from 2
MMU about 19 thousand
and in Birgaon 2 About
17,000 patients have
availed health services
from MMU.
Operation of DaiDidi Clinic for women
Urban Administration
Minister Dr. Shiv Kumar
Dahria has congratulated
the team of MMU on this
occasion. He also congratulated Departmental
Secretary Smt. Alermal
Mangai D and Chief
Executive Officer Shri
Saumil Ranjan Choubey
and directed to submit an
action plan for expansion
of the scheme at the earliest.
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Humbled to lead my
country: Dhawan

As 'A' team coach, made sure every
player on tour got a game: Dravid
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):

New Delhi: Handed responsibility to lead the Indian team on the Sri
Lanka tour, opener Shikhar Dhawan on Friday said he feels humbled
after being appointed captain of the national side. India will play
three ODIs and as many T20s in Colombo starting July 13. The selectors picked a bunch of fresh faces for the Sri Lanka series on
Thursday as the main team is in the UK for the World Test
Championship final and five Tests against England. "Humbled by the
opportunity to lead my country. Thank you for all your wishes,"
tweeted Dhawan. The 35-year-old has played 34 Tests, 145 ODIs and
65 T20s. Bhuvneshwar Kumar has been named Dhawan's deputy.
Five players have received their maiden India call up for the series
including K Gowtham, Devdutt Padikkal, Nitish Rana, Ruturaj
Gaekwad and Chetan Sakariya.

Vinesh reaches final of Poland
Open with contrasting wins
Warsaw: Star Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat proved that her preparations for the Tokyo Olympics were on track as she progressed to the
53kg final of Poland Open with two contrasting wins here on Friday.
While she had to battle against 2019 World bronze winner Ekaterina
Poleshchuk in her opening bout before prevailing 6-2, Vinesh needed
only 75 seconds to pin her American rival Amy Ann Fearnside. The 26year-old Vinesh can now win her third gold in as many tournaments this
season, having won titles in Matteo Pellicone (March) and Asian
Championship (April). It was a tough start for Vinesh as she was up
against fellow 2019 World bronze winner Ekaterina Poleshchuk, whose
defence was pretty strong. Vinesh went for a left-leg attack but the
Russian took the Indian down on counter for a 2-0 lead which she maintained throughout the first period.

Tokyo Olympics still undecided
on fans -- or no fans at all
Tokyo: The question of allowing any fans into Tokyo Olympic venues is
still being debated with a decision unlikely to be announced before the
end of the month. This would be just a few weeks before the Olympics
are to open on July 23. Fans from abroad have already been banned in
what is shaping up as a largely made-for-television Olympics. Tokyo
and several prefectures are under a state of emergency until June 20.
Infections have slowed recently, but the spread of variants is still a concern that could put pressure on already stressed medical facilities. Dr.
Nobuhiko Okabe, director general of the Kawasaki City Institute for
Public Health, suggested on Friday he would lean toward few fans. He
spoke on a panel put together by the Tokyo Olympic organizing committee. Thinking in a different way, I think it's an option to suggest to
people to enjoy the games on TV like teleworking," he said.

Widely credited for creating India's talent pool at
the under-19 and A level,
former captain and NCA
Director Rahul Dravid
says during his stint as
coach with these teams, he
made sure that every
cricketer who toured got a
game unlike his playing
days.
Dravid will be head
coach of a Shikhar
Dhawan-led Indian team
that will tour Sri Lanka
for a white-ball series next
month. He doesn't travel
with the A and U-19
squads any more but it
was he who made sure all
the squad members played
on tours.
"I tell them upfront, if
you come on an A tour
with me, you will not leave
here without playing a
game. I've had that personal experience myself as a
kid: going on an A tour
and not getting an oppor-

tunity to play is terrible,"
Dravid ESPNcricinfo's
'The Cricket Monthly'.
"You've done well, you
scored 700-800 runs, you

go, and you don't get a
chance to show what
you're good at. And then
you're back to square one
from the selectors' point of

TechBee,
HCL
Technologies’ (HCL) Early
Career Program, is a workintegrated higher education
program which contributes
to the “Skill India” mission
of the government. As a
part of HCL’s new people
strategy for 10+2 students,
the program offers IT engineering jobs by equipping
the students with futureready skills.
It prepares students technically and professionally
for entry-level IT jobs in
HCL wherecandidates undergo an extensive 12month trainingfor these
jobs and the students also
get an opportunity to do an
internship on HCL projects.
While working at HCL, students may also enroll in
Graduation Degree program offered by reputed
universities like BITS
Pilani
and
SASTRA
University.
HCL started this program
in 2016 with an aimto hire

the best talent and enable
them to achieve financial
independence at the start of
their career. So far, over
3,000 students have successfully completed the TechBee
program and are now working with HCL.
Key Highlights of
TechBee Program:
1) Job Assurance with HCL
Technologies: TechBee –
HCL’s Early Career
Program provides assured full-time jobs to
completed class XII students for global career
opportunities. The program is offered by HCL
Technologies, a leading
global technology company.
2) Earn & Learn: Student
candidates who get selected for TechBee get a
stipend
of
INR
10,000during the internship in live HCL projects.
3) Higher Education: Post
becoming a full -time
employee at HCL the
candidate will pursue

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
Krishnappa Gowtham
was nicknamed "Bhajji"
by his teammates during
his early years and he has
adored
Ravichandran
Ashwin's cricketing philosophy but the allrounder's skill-sets, including the "carrom ball", is
his own customised version.
Gowtham is among the
six uncapped players
picked for India's whiteball tour of Sri Lanka,
comprising three ODIs
and three T-20 matches between July 13 and July 25.
"You live a dream for
years and now it has come
true and you can't be more
happier," was Gowtham's
first reaction when PTI
caught up with him.
A consistent performer
for
a
formidable
Karnataka side, Gowtham
hit the headlines when
Chennai Super Kings
broke the bank to win his
services after an intense
bidding war and now at 32,
the lanky all-rounder has
got his maiden India call-

up. "Starting off in my career I used to mimic Bhajji
Paa (Harbhajan Singh)
and my teammates would
call me Bhajji," Gowtham
recollected during the interaction. So like Bhajji,
does he also bowl the doosra? "No I don't bowl doosra
but I bowl the carrom
ball," Gowtham, who has
166 first-class, 70 List A
and 42 T20 wickets,
replied. Has he developed
the carrom ball watching
its
finest
exponent
Ravichandran Ashwin?
"I developed it on my
own. If you have to play at
the highest level, you need
to develop skills on your
own. In my junior days, I
have been coached by
Erapalli Prasanna sir also.

COVID-19 Impact: Warner,
West Indies 97 all out to start series vs. SA
Stoinis pull out of The Hundred
Gros Islet, Jun 11 (AP):

Melbourne, Jun 11 (PTI):
Star Australian opener David Warner
and all-rounder Marcus Stoinis have pulled
out of the inaugural edition of 'The
Hundred' as the England and Wales Cricket
Board gears up for more withdrawals in
wake of the challenges posed by COVID-19
pandemic. Warner and Stoinis, who returned home from COVID-ravaged India
after the suspension of the IPL last month,
were named in Australia's preliminary
squads for the limited over tours to the West
Indies and Bangladesh. The upcoming
tours clash with The Hundred which is
scheduled to be held between July and
August. "It is obviously disappointing to
lose players with the ability of David and
Marcus, but the realities of COVID means
there are practicalities that are difficult for
some overseas players to overcome," the
ECB said in a statement on Thursday.
"Replacement overseas players will be

signed by Southern Brave, and we look forward to The Hundred showcasing worldclass cricket this summer." Warner and
Stoinis had fetched a deal worth 100,000
pounds and 80,000 pounds respectively with
the Southern Brave for The Hundred.

HCL’s TechBee Program offers early career
opportunities for Class XII students
Raipur, Jun 11:

view, because the next season you have to score those
800 runs again.
"It is not easy to do that,
so there is no guarantee
you'll get a chance again.
So you tell people upfront:
this is the best 15 and we
are playing them. This is
not about the supposed
best XI. At U-19, we make
five-six changes between
games if we can," he said.
Indian cricketers are
now among the fittest in
the world but there was a
time when they did not
have the required knowledge on fitness and envied
the
more
athletic
Australians and South
Africans, Dravid said.
Now in charge of the
National Cricket Academy,
Dravid has played a key
role in producing the next
generation of cricketers
and a reserve pool which
is the envy of India's opponents. In his playing days,
Dravid said the awareness
just wasn't there.

Krishnappa Gowtham ready
to soar under Dravid’s wings

higher education from
BITS Pilani or SASTRA
University while working as HCL employees.
The fees for Higher
Education program is
partially by HCL depending on the graduation program.
4) Starting Salary: Post successful completion of
the one -year TechBee
training program, students earn a salary in between INR 1.70 – 2.20
lakhs per annum in accordance with the chosen job roles like
Software
Engineer,
Infrastructure
Management, Design
Engineer or Digital
Process Associates roles.
5) The fee for the training
program is INR 2,00,000
+ Taxes.
6) Benefits: Besides working for global customers,
candidates who complete the TechBee training program become
full-time HCL employees
and have access to all

HCL benefits covering
higher
education,
healthcare, as well as a
range of employee welfare programs.
7) Eligibility Criteria:
Students who have completed Class XII in 2020
or appearing for Class
XII in 2021 with
Mathematics or business
Mathematics are eligible
to apply. For more details
about qualifying marks,
students can visit:
www.hcltechbee.com
8) Eligible candidates will
appear for an Online
Career Aptitude Test
(HCL CAT). Those who
clear the test would be
invited for Interview discussion, after which
HCL will issue Letter of
Interest/offer letter.
9) HCL CAT is an online assessment test designed to
check your aptitude in
areas of Quantitative
R e a s o n i n g
(Mathematics), Logical
Reasoning and English
language.

10) Financial assistance is
arranged in a way that
there is no financial burden on parents or students. Loans are available through Banks. And
the fee can be paid by the
candidates in EMI format post their employment at HCL. During
training, students who
score 90% and above get
a full fee waiver and students who score 80% and
above during training
get 50% fee waiver of the
program fee.
11) Students can apply for
TechBee program by visiting
our
website:
www.hcltechbee.com.
Aspiring students can
get in touch with our
local representatives to
schedule an in-person or
an online counselling
session.
HCL contact person for
counseling & guidance
about TechBee program in
Chhattisgarh is Ravi Anand
Maurya (7800881155) &
Pradeep Gupta (7489110448).

siderably more than that
on Thursday as he tore
through the South Africa
middle and lower order
after Nortje had knocked
the top of the West Indies
innings.
Former captain Jason
Holder top-scored with 20
for West Indies, which
was 24-0 before wickets
started to fall rapidly. At
one point the West Indies
lost 5-11 in the space of
seven overs and Nigidi,
who went wicketless in
his first spell, took 5-7
when he switched ends.

Lungi Ngidi took 5-19
and Anrich Nortje 4-35 as
South Africa bowled out
the West Indies for 97 on
the opening day of the
first cricket test.
Ngidi claimed his second five-wicket bag in
tests and his first since
his debut against India in
2018 as South Africa
ended the West Indies'
first innings in just 40.5
overs after the home side
had chosen to bat on winning the toss. At stumps
South Africa was 128-4, a
lead of 31 runs, and was
able to celebrate a strong
start to its first tour of the
Caribbean in 11 years.
Ngidi describes his
bowling as a "work in
progress." It looked con-

Sensex, Nifty jump
to lifetime highs
Mumbai, Jun 11 (PTI):
Equity
benchmark
Sensex climbed 174 points
to close at its all-time high
on Friday, tracking gains
in index heavyweights
Reliance
Industries,
Infosys and TCS amid a
largely positive trend in
global equities.
After touching a record
intra-day peak of 52,641.53,
the 30-share BSE index
ended 174.29 points or 0.33
per cent higher at
52,474.76. Similarly, the
broader NSE Nifty advanced 61.60 points or 0.39
per cent to its lifetime
peak of 15,799.35. Dr
Reddy's was the top gainer
in the Sensex pack, rising
over 3 per cent, followed by
PowerGrid, TCS, HCL
Tech, Infosys and Reliance
Industries. On the other
hand, L&T, IndusInd
Bank, Bajaj Finserv and
Bharti Airtel were among
the laggards. "Domestic
equities extended gains
with key benchmark indices Nifty and Sensex
recording fresh all-time
highs," said Binod Modi,
Head - Strategy at Reliance
Securities.

Lungi Ngidi of South Africa
bowls during day 1 of the 1st
Test between South Africa
and West Indies at Darren
Sammy Cricket Ground, Gros
Islet, Saint Lucia.

OPPO’s F19 becomes No.1
selling 5G smartphone
New Delhi, Jun 11:
Consolidating its 5G
legacy, OPPO India’s F19
Pro+ 5G was recently declared as the No 1 selling
5G smartphone in the 25k30k category for two consecutive months in March
and April. Markets including
Ahmedabad,
Bangalore, and Mumbai
have been the top-performing states recording the
highest sales volume of
the product.
F 19+ Pro, OPPO’s 5G
product launched in the
mid-segment range was
introduced to make 5G accessible
to
all.
Interestingly, this device
successfully clocked sales
worth over Rs 230 crores in
only three days of the F19
Pro series availability in
the market.
Commenting on this
success,
Mr.Damyant
Khanoria,
Chief
Marketing Officer, OPPO
India, said, “We are delighted to see the response
we have received on F19
Pro+ 5G. This success
bears testimony to the love
and acceptance of the de-

vices in the series. This
product stands for powerful specs and continues to
be a firm favorite among
millions of Indian users.
We are driven to push the
boundaries of innovation
and simultaneously create
engaging consumer touchpoints to give our users a
great experience as we
carry this legacy forward.”The brand also introduced several offers
that customers can avail
in the month of June.

Airtel’s new brand campaign reinforces RBI extends risk-based internal Infinix introduces Note 10 Pro and
audit system to HFCs
premium Note 10 Smartphone
India’s preference for network quality
New Delhi, Jun 11:
Bharti Airtel, India’s
leading communications
solutions provider, today
rolled out a new brand
campaign to showcase the
disproportionate
customer preference for its
world-class network and
differentiated services. As
per data published by the
Telecom
Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI),
2 in every 3 new mobile
customers chose Airtel
over other networks during September 2020 –

Mumbai, Jun 11 (PTI):

February 2021. During this
period, over 25 mn customers joined the Airtel
network, underscoring the
strength of brand.
Shashwat
Sharma,
Chief Marketing Officer,
Bharti Airtel said: “We
have one and only one
guiding principle – customer obsession. And it’s
gratifying to see customers reward Airtel for
constantly listening to
them and innovating to
serve them even better, especially at a time when the
pandemic has redefined

the normal. Today, Airtel
has the highest number of
active mobile subscribers
in India and more importantly we believe we are
leading in the hearts of
customers.” The campaign has been conceived
by
Taproot
Dentsu.
Commenting on the film,
Pallavi
Chakravarti,
Executive
Creative
Director, Taproot Dentsu
said, “When it comes to
India's telco of choice,
winds of change have
been brewing slowly,
steadily and surely.

The Reserve Bank on
Friday extended the
risk-based internal
audit (RBIA) system to select housing finance companies to enhance
the quality and effectiveness of their
internal audit system.
In February this year,
the RBI had issued a circular mandating the RBIA
framework for select nonbanking financial companies (NBFCs) and urban
co-operative banks by

March 31, 2022. On Friday,
the RBI, through a circular, extended the provisions issued for NBFCs
to housing finance
companies (HFCs)
also.
The provisions
will apply to all deposit-taking HFCs,
irrespective of their
size, as well as non-deposit-taking HFCs with
asset size of Rs 5,000 crore
and above, the central
bank said. Such HFCs
have been asked to put in
place an RBIA framework
by June 30, 2022.

New Delhi, Jun 11:
Fresh from the grand success of
its hugely popular Hot 10
series, Infinix – the premium
smartphone brand from
Transsion Group – is now all set
to unveil its globally-popular
Note 10 Series in India.
Positioning them as premium
and powerful gaming phones,
the all-new Note 10 Pro will be
available in 8+256 variantfor
pre-order on Flipkart from June
13, 2021 at Rs 16,999, whereas
Note 10 will be up for grabs
from the same day at Rs 10,999
for 4+64 variant and 11,999 for

6+128 variant. Both Note 10 Pro
and Note 10 are packed with an
array of top-notch features,

superior gaming technology,
powerful processor, latest OS
and massive battery that will
give an engaging smartphone
experience to the consumer.
While Note 10 Pro will be the
first in the segment to come in
an 8GB/256GB memory variant
and three colour variants 7
Degree Purple, 95 Degree Black
and Nordic Secret, Note 10 will
be available in two memory
variants: 4GB RAM/64GB and
6GB RAM/128GB storage
options, and three exciting
colour alternatives: 7 Degree
Purple, 95 Degree Black and
Emerald Green.
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Delta variant 60% more transmissible,
reduces vaccine effect

London, Jun 11 (PTI):

The Delta variant of
COVID-19, or the B1.617.2
variant of concern (VOC)
first identified in India, is
about 60 per cent more
transmissible than the
Alpha strain identified in
the UK and also reduces
the effectiveness of vaccines to some extent, UK
health experts report on
Friday.
Public Health England
(PHE), which has been
tracking VOCs on a weekly
basis, said that the cases of
the Delta VOC have risen
by 29,892 to hit 42,323 in the
country an increase of
around 70 per cent.
The latest data also indicates that over 90 per cent
of new COVID-19 cases in
the UK are now the Delta
variant, which continues
to show a significantly
higher rate of growth compared to the Alpha VOC
which was first identified

EU advises adding condition
to AstraZeneca label
London: European
Medicines Agency says
it’s recommending that
people who have had a
rare blood vessel syndrome not be immunized
with
AstraZeneca
or
Covishield COVID-19
vaccine.
A poster calls for awareness against Delta variant
of COVID-19 in London.
in the region of Kent in
England and was the dominant variant in the country
so far. New research from
PHE suggests that the
Delta variant is associated
with an approximately 60
per cent increased risk of
household transmission
compared to the Alpha
variant. Growth rates for
Delta cases are high across

the regions, with regional
estimates for doubling time
ranging from 4.5 days to
11.5 days, PHE said in its
latest analysis.
There are now analyses
from England and Scotland
supporting a reduction in
vaccine effectiveness for
Delta compared to Alpha.
This is more pronounced
after one dose (absolute reduction in vaccine effectiveness against symptomatic infection of approxi-

India’s domestic challenges due to
COVID-19 threaten global ambitions
Washington, Jun 11 (PTI):
India’s domestic challenges due to COVID-19 crisis have become a threat to
its regional and global ambitions, a US think-tank has
observed and warned that
unless it recovers with the
help of allies like the United
States, the pandemic could
impact the geopolitical balance in the Indo-Pacific.
As such, it is in the
United States’ best interests
to help India retain its status as a pre-eminent power
in South Asia, particularly
in view of China’s efforts to
bolster its position at the expense of the US and India, it
said. The Hudson Institute
think-tank said that at the
start of the pandemic, India
offered medical assistance
to its immediate neighbours
and followed vaccine diplomacy in the first three
months of 2021 which
helped India to project itself
as a regional leader, advancing its claim of being a global power in waiting. “There

was optimism that India
would be able to counter
China’s soft power with its
own. Now, however, at least
over the short term, India’s
domestic challenges have
become a threat to its regional and global ambitions,” wrote Husain
Haqqani,
a
former
Pakistani Ambassador to
Sri Lanka and the US, and
Hudson research scholar
Aparna Pande.
Haqqani is currently the
director of South and
Central Asia at the Hudson
Institute. Pande is director,
Initiative on the Future of
India and South Asia at the
think-tank. “The recent
surge of COVID-19 in South
Asia challenges India’s tra-

ditional ability to aid its
smaller neighbours, a
change that could, in turn,
affect India’s influence in its
competition with China.
“Unless India can recover
from this surge with the
help of allies like the United
States, the pandemic could
impact the Indo-Pacific’s
geopolitical balance,” the
joint policy memo released
by Hudson stated.
In the first phase of the
COVID-19 pandemic, India
succeeded in occupying the
role of a regional leader.
But official complacency,
disinclination on the part of
government leaders to accept the advice of scientific
advisors and reluctance to
ramp up vaccine production and distribution has seriously damaged India’s
standing, the think-tank report said.
Haqqani and Pande wrote
that a year-and-a-half after
the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, China’s footprint
in South Asia is larger than
it was before.

mately 15 per cent to 20 per
cent after one dose), its risk
assessment analysis reads.
Iterated analysis continues to show vaccine effectiveness against Delta is
higher after two doses but
that there is a reduction for
Delta compared to Alpha.
There is uncertainty
around the magnitude of
the change in vaccine effectiveness after two doses of
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, it adds. PHE said that
with the Delta variant now
accounting for the overwhelming majority of new
cases in the UK, it is encouraging to see that the
increase in cases is not yet
accompanied by a similarly large increase in hospitalisations. PHE will continue to monitor closely
over the next few weeks,
but the data currently suggest that the vaccination
programme continues to
mitigate the impact of this
variant.

PROTEST BY NURSES

Nurses stage a protest during their indefinite strike demanding permanent jobs, in Indore, Friday.

ED slaps FEMA contravention notice
against cryptocurrency exchange
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
The
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
said it has issued a show
cause notice to the country’s largest cryptocurrency
exchange for undertaking
transactions worth over Rs
2,790 crore in alleged violation of
the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA).
Mumbai headquartered
WazirX is as a domestic
crypto currency and bitcoin
exchange start-up registered under the company
name Zanmai Labs Pvt Ltd
that was incorporated in
December, 2017.
The notice issued by the
central probe agency under
various sections of the
FEMA names the exchange
(WazirX), the company and
directors Nischal Shetty
and Sameer Hanuman
Mhatre.
The exchange and its pro-

moters denied any wrongdoing and said they are “in
compliance with all applicable laws”.
The ED issued a statement saying that it stumbled upon the transactions
of the exchange during an
ongoing money laundering
probe into “Chinese-owned”
illegal online betting applications.The show cause no-

tice is for transactions
worth Rs 2,790.74 crore, the
ED said.
Shetty, also the CEO of
the exchange, took to
Twitter and said WazirX
was yet to receive any show
cause notice from the ED as
mentioned in media reports.“WazirX is in compliance with all applicable
laws. We go beyond our

legal obligations by following know your customer
(KYC) and anti money laundering (AML) processes and
have always provided information to law enforcement
authorities whenever required,” he posted on his
handle.
He added: “We are able to
trace all users on our platform with official identity
information.”
“Should we receive a formal communication or notice from the ED, we’ll fully
cooperate in the investigation,” Shetty said.
In its statement, The ED
described in detail its investigation
“It was seen that the accused Chinese nationals
had laundered proceeds of
crime worth about Rs 57
crore by converting Indian
Rupee (INR) deposits into
cryptocurrency
tether
(USDT) and then transferred it to Binance (ex-

Union Minister questions Rahul’s silence over Rosewood felling

SEARCH OPERATION

Wayanad, Jun 11 (PTI):

Investigators search in Red Square in Moscow, after political activist and performance artist Pavel Krisevich
reportedly simulated shooting himself in a political protest on Friday.

A day after the Centre
sought a report on the alleged mass felling and
smuggling of centuries-old
rosewood trees at a hamlet
here, Union Minister V
Muraleedharan on Friday
questioned the silence of
Wayanad MP, Rahul Gandhi
over the issue and said no
one knows whether he has
abandoned the constituency.
A BJP-NDA delegation,
led by Muraleedharan, visited Muttil village, where
crores-worth timber had allegedly been felled and
smuggled from government-assigned lands earlier
this year. Accusing the Left
government in the state of
helping the timber mafia to

India, Kuwait MoU over recruitment China adopts new law banning
defamation of military personnel
of domestic workers
Kuwait City, Jun 11 (PTI):
India and Kuwait have
signed an MoU that brings
Indian domestic workers in
the Gulf nation within the
ambit of a legal framework
that streamlines their recruitment and provides
them with the protection of
the law.
The MoU was signed by
Indian Ambassador Sibi
George
and
Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Kuwait Majdi Ahmad AlDhafiri in the presence of
visiting External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
his Kuwaiti counterpart
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser AlMohammad
Al-Sabah.
Jaishankar arrived here on
his first bilateral visit to the

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meet with Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Kuwait Majdi Ahmad
Al-Dhafiri in Kuwait.
oil-rich Gulf nation, according to a press release issued
by the Indian Embassy here.
The MoU brings the Indian
domestic workers in Kuwait
within the ambit of a legal
framework that streamlines
their recruitment and provides them with the protection of the law. Both minis-

ters welcomed the signing of
the MoU which will introduce an employment contract ensuring the rights
and obligations of both the
employer and the domestic
workers. The MoU seeks to
establish a mechanism for
24-hour assistance to domestic workers.

change
registered
in
Cayman Islands) Wallets
based on instructions received from abroad,” it said.
Binance is considered a
market leader in this domain and had acquired
WazirX in 2019.
“WazirX allows a wide
range of transactions with
crypto currencies (CC), including their exchange with
INR and vice-versa, exchange of CCs, person to
person (P2P) transactions
and even transfer/receipt of
crypto currency held in its
pool accounts to wallets of
other exchanges, which
could be held by foreigners
in foreign locations,” the ED
alleged. WazirX, it alleged,
“does not” collect the requisite documents in clear violation of the basic mandatory anti-money Laundering
(AML) and combating financing of terrorism (CFT)
norms and also FEMA
guidelines.

Beijing, Jun 11 (PTI): China
has passed a new legislation
that bans defamation of military personnel, adding an
array of legal tools to its 2018
law under which a Chinese
popular blogger was punished
recently for defaming PLA soldiers killed in last year’s clash
with the Indian Army at the
Galwan Valley in eastern
Ladakh.
The legislation, which was
adopted by the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress (NPC),
states that no organisation or
individual may in any way
slander or derogate the honour of servicemen, nor may
they insult or slander the reputation of members of the
armed forces, state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

The new legislation also
bans the desecration of
plaques in honour of military
personnel. Prosecutors can
file public interest litigation in
cases of defamation of military personnel and the
infringement on their legitimate rights and interests that
have seriously affected their
performance of duties and
missions and damaged the
public interests of society,
according to the new law. The
new law adds to an array of
legal tools that already ban
defamation of revolutionary
martyrs , including revisions
to the country’s criminal code
and a 2018 Law on the
Protection of Heroes and
Martyrs, the Hong Kongbased South China Morning
Post reported.

Rosewood trees fell at Muttil village.
axe protected trees, he said
it should be suspected that
whether Gandhi’s silence
over the issue was based on
an understanding with the
government. Terming the
incident a “daylight robbery”, he alleged it was

very clear that such a crime
was not possible without
the knowledge and support
of political and administrativeleadership and the involvement of ministers
concerned.
“Rahul Gandhi has not

uttered a word over the
issue so far though he is the
sitting
MP
from
here.Nobody
knows
whether it is yet to be
brought to his notice or he
has abandoned this constituency,” he told reporters
here. Those who are ruling
the state and the person
who
represents
this
Wayanad constituency are
very vigilant on issues like
environment protection
and climate change mitigation, the union minister
mocked. Alleging that the
Pinarayi Vijayan-led government was maybe the
first to issue an order for
the timber mafia’s sake, he
also accused them of
threatening officials who
had taken action against
the lobby.
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GOVT TELLS SC

‘Considering issues regarding ex-gratia
to kin of those who died of COVID’

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):

Shiv Sena activists stage a
protest demanding creation of
Jammu as a separate state, in
Jammu, Friday

Accredited centres
New Delhi: The road ministry on Friday notified
rules for accredited driver
training centres where candidates will be provided
high-quality driving courses, and once test is
cleared, they will be
exempted from driving test
at the time of obtaining
driving licence. These centres will be equipped with
simulators and dedicated
driving test track to provide high quality training to
candidates, the Ministry of
Road Transport & Highways
(MoRTH) said, adding that
remedial and refresher
courses, as per the requirements under Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, can be
availed at these centres.

Mythological park
Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration is
planning to set up India's
best mythological theme
park near the famous
Vaishno Devi shrine in
Reasi district and has
sought investors for the
project, officials said on
Friday. The state-of-theart park is aimed at
increasing economic
activity and generating
direct and indirect local
employment, besides
improving the overall
experience of tourists
and citizens in the union
territory, they said.

Invoice racket
Nagpur: The Directorate
General of GST Intelligence
(DGGI) has arrested a supplier of fake invoices and
detected fraudulent transactions of Rs 55 crore, an
official said on Friday.
After a series of searches
at the premises of a prominent manufacturer in the
iron and steel sector as
well as its suppliers, the
racket, which involved
fraudulent Input Tax Credit
(ITC) of Rs 11.09 crore,
was busted, the Nagpur
zonal unit of DGGI said in a
release on Friday.

Maoist gunned
Bargarh (Odisha): A member of the proscribed CPI
(Maoist) outfit was killed
in an exchange of fire with
security personnel in
Odisha's Bargarh district
on Friday, police said. The
incident took place in a
forest near Bhanagunda in
Padampur area of the district, Odisha Director
General of Police Abhay
said. Red rebels opened
fire on a police team during a combing operation in
the forest and one member of the banned organisation was killed in the
ensuing gun-battle, he
said. An AK-47 rifle and
three magazines were
seized from the spot but
the identity of the slain
Maoist is yet to be ascertained, the top police officer added.
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The Centre on Friday
told the Supreme Court
that issues raised in the
pleas, seeking directions
for ex-gratia compensation of Rs 4,00,000 to the
families of those who
have died of COVID-19,
are genuine and are
under consideration of
the government.
Solicitor
General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, requested a
bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and M R Shah to
give him some time so
that he can file a reply on
the pleas.
The issues are genuine
and are being attended to.
If the court will grant me
some time, I will file a

reply, Mehta told the
bench.
The apex court observed that as per media
reports, the Bihar government has already announced that it would give
Rs 4,00,000 ex-gratia to
families of those who
have died due to COVID19.
When the counsel appearing for one of the petitioners said that authorities are not issuing death
certificates to those succumbing to the deadly
virus, Mehta said, Let me
put in my reply. I have already said that issues
raised are genuine .
During the hearing conducted through video-conferencing, the counsel
also referred to the issue

PM holding meetings with
ministers to take stock of work
done by them in last 2 years
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been holding inperson meetings with
Union ministers in different
groups apparently to take
stock of the work done by
them in the past two years,
sources said on Friday.
Three such meetings
have been held so far at 7,
Lok Kalyan Marg, the official residence of the prime
minister, which was also attended by BJP president J P
Nadda. Almost all meetings
lasted for more than five
hours, the sources said.
These meetings were called
after the second wave of
COVID-19. A presentation
was also given by several
ministers, the sources said.
So far, ministers -- both

cabinet and their deputies -holding the charge of agriculture, rural development,
animal husbandry and fishing, tribal affairs, urban development, culture, statistics and programme implementation, civil aviation,
railways, food and consumer affairs, jal shakti, petroleum, steel and environment were among those
who were called for the
meetings, they said.
These meetings are expected to continue for several days, the sources added.
The Cabinet meeting,
which is chaired by the
prime minister, is usually
held once a week and that of
the council of ministers
once a month. The cabinet
meeting is being held virtually every Wednesday.

of black fungus.
We are granting you
time. We can have it on
next Friday, the bench
told Mehta, who requested the bench to grant twoweek time.
Why two weeks?, the
bench asked, adding that
earlier it had given 10
days to the Centre to file
affidavit in the matter.
Mehta said, The entire
machinery is diverted.
Please have it after two
weeks.
Tushar Mehta, the solicitor general submits
that the issues are under
consideration of the
Union of India and he
shall file a reply and
thereafter the matter may
be heard. As prayed, time
is allowed to file a reply.

List these petitions on
June 21, 2021. The reply be
served on the counsel for
the petitioners by June 18,
the bench said in its order.
On May 24, the top
court had sought the
Centre's reply on two petitions seeking ex-gratia
compensation of Rs four
lakh to the families of
those who have died of
COVID-19 and had said
that there should be a uniform policy for issuing
death certificates to those
succumbing to the virus.
The court had also
asked the Centre to place
before it the ICMR guidelines on death certificates
for COVID-19 victims, saying there should be uniform policy for issuing
such documents.

Return of prodigal: Mukul Roy back in TMC
Kolkata, June 11 (PTI):
In a blow to the prestige
of the saffron brigade,
Bharatiya Janata Partys
national Vice President
Mukul Roy along with
son Subranshu, re-joined
the Trinamool Congress
on Friday, with Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and other leaders of the state's ruling
party welcoming him
back to the fold.
Roy, who was closeted
with
Banerjee
in
Trinamool Bhavan before
his formal re-induction in
the party he helped set
up, said he was "happy to
see all known faces
again".
Addressing a press
meet after the re-joining
ceremony, Banerjee said
Roy was threatened and
tortured in the BJP, and
that, in turn, affected his
health.
"Mukul's return proves
that the BJP does not let
anyone live in peace and

Congress workers hold
protest against fuel price hike
New Delhi, June 11 (PTI):
Over 30 Congress workers were detained on
Friday for holding protests
at petrol pumps in several
parts of the city to demand a complete rollback
of fuel price hike.
Some Indian Youth
Congress
members
protested shirtless at a
petrol pump at Janpath
with posters criticising
fuel price hike taped to
their chest. Police detained over 30 protesters
from the location for flouting Covid protocol. We detained the protesters as
protests are not allowed
due to the ongoing Covid
situation. They will be released soon, a senior police officer said. Party
leaders K C Venugopal and

Congress should get
VAT on fuel reduced in
states ruled by it: BJP

A Congress party worker holds
a placard during a protest
against frequent hikes in the
prices of petrol and diesel,
outside a fuel station in
Prayagraj, Friday.

Shakti
Singh
Gohil
reached the Feroz Shah
Kotla Stadium petrol
pump on a horse cart.
Venugopal said that
under the UPA government, the tax on petrol and
diesel stood at Rs 9.20.
Now, it is Rs 32.

New Delhi: With the
Congress protesting against
the high fuel prices in the
country, the BJP on Friday
said the states where the
opposition party is in power
should slash the VAT (valueadded tax) on the petrol and
diesel prices to provide relief
to people.
Union minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said Rajasthan, which
is ruled by the Congress, is
among the states with the
highest VAT on fuel prices,
noting that it is 26 per cent
on diesel compared to 20.2
per cent in Gujarat and 36
per cent on petrol compared
to 16.6 per cent in Haryana.

Pranab’s son dispels
rumours of joining TMC

Mukul Roy with TMC National
General Secretary Abhisekh
Banerjee during his re-joining of
TMC party, in presence of West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee.

put's undue pressure on
everyone," the chief minister said. Roy was seated
on Banerjees left hand,
with Abhishek seated
after him, while Partha
Chatterjee, another top
TMC leader sat on her
right, indicative according to TMC sources, of
the partys future pecking
order.
Speculation had been
rife for some time on a possible home coming by
Mukul Roy who had

Kolkata: Dispelling rumours,
Late President Pranab
Mukherjee's son, Abhijit
Mukherjee, on Friday made
it clear that he is not leaving the Congress unlike his
friend Jitin Prasada.
Television channels and a
few newspapers had reported he would be joining the
Trinamool Congress on
Friday afternoon. "I remain
in the Congress and reports
that I am joining Trinamool
or any other party are not
correct," Mukherjee, a former Lok Sabha MP and
Congress Campaign
Committee chairman during
the assembly elections, told
PTI over phone.

crossed over to BJP in 2017
after being charged in the
Narada tape sting, ever
since Banerjee's nephew
Abhishek visited his wife
at a city hospital earlier
this month.

Chhattisgarh: Four
women workers killed
Rajnandgaon, Jun 11 (PTI):
Four women workers
were killed and 11 others
injured when a pickup vehicle they were travelling
in rammed into a roadside
tree in Chhattisgarh's
Rajanandgaon district, police said on Friday.
The incident occurred
on Thursday evening,
when the victims were returning from their workplace, a private company,
in the goods vehicle to
their village Raitapali
after the day's work, they
said. The driver apparently lost control over and the
vehicle dashed into a tree
between Arjuni and
Raitapali villages, a police
official said.
Some passersby called
up an ambulance, alerted
the police and shifted the
injured to a local commu-

 11 injured as pickup
vehicle rams into tree
nity health centre (CHC),
he said. "While one worker, identified as Sumitra
Bai, died on the spot, three
other women - Saroj Bai
(50), Shivkumari Sahu (45)
and Jainatri Bai (40) - were
declared brought dead in
the CHC, said Dr Ragini
Chandre, Block Medical
and
Health
Officer
(Dongargaon).
The 11 injured were
later shifted to Medical
College
Hospital,
Rajnandgaon for further
treatment, she added.
The driver, who is
among the injured, was in
an inebriated condition,
and despite being alerted
by them, he was allegedly
driving the vehicle at a
high speed, police said.

Adityanath meets PM Modi COVID-19: India records 3,403 fresh fatalities
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):

New Delhi, June 11 (PTI):

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here on
Friday.
Adityanath met Modi at
his residence, a day after
meeting Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. The
Prime Minister's Office
tweeted a picture of the
meeting. Later, Adityanath
also met BJP president J P
Nadda. The chief minister
is on a two-day visit to the
national capital from
Thursday to meet the BJP
top brass. His visit comes
close on the heels of the
party holding a series of review meetings in Lucknow,
which had fuelled speculation of a ministerial reshuffle in the state. During his
meeting
with
Shah,

The daily COVID-19 count
in India remained below the
one-lakh mark for the fourth
consecutive day with the
country reporting 91,702
fresh cases, while the daily
positivity rate dropped to
4.49 per cent, according to
the Union Health Ministry
data updated on Friday.
With the fresh cases, the
total tally of cases has
climbed to 2,92,74,823.
The COVID-19 death toll
climbed to 3,63,079 with 3,403
fresh deaths, the data updated at 8 am showed
The active cases further
declined to 11,21,671 comprising 3.83 per cent of the
total infections, while the
national COVID-19 recovery
rate has improved to 94.93
per cent. A net decline of
46,281 cases has been record-

Adityanath presented a
copy of the report 'Solution
of Migrant Crisis'. His visit
to the national capital started a day after Jitin Prasada
quit the Congress and
joined the BJP. After
Adityanath met Shah,
Prasada called on the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
here. BJP MLC A K
Sharma, a former IAS officer who is seen as a trusted

QS ranking: IIT Kharagpur jumps
34 places to reach 280th spot globally
Kolkata, Jun 11 (PTI):
Indian Institute of
Technology Kharagpur
(IIT-KGP) has jumped 34
notches over its previous
year's ranking and landed
in the 280th position globally in the QS World
University Rankings 2022,
its director Prof Virendra
Kumar Tewari said on
Friday.
The result reflected the
continuous years of hard
work, dedication and perseverance which the institute believes to be the
heart
and
soul
of
progress, Tewari said.
The
London-based
Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) has released the QS
World University Ranking
2022 recently.

"I request my colleagues to put more effort
and also to look into the
aspects where we are lagging others so as to improve and finally achieve
our vision to be in the top
10," the IIT-KGP director
said in a statement.
The parameters that
are taken into consideration for the rankings include academic reputation, employer reputation,
citations per faculty, faculty student ratio, international faculty ratio and international
students'
ratio.
Out
of
100,
IIT
Kharagpur has scored 88
in citations per faculty
metric and bagged 67th
rank across the world in
this category, Tewari said.

hand of Modi, is also in
Delhi to meet party leaders
and allies.
Though there is no official word on whether there
will be a Cabinet expansion
in Uttar Pradesh, sources
said Prasada, who comes
from a noted Brahmin family of the state with political
heft, and Sharma may be
accommodated in such an
eventuality.

ICMR to start national
sero surveys to assess
COVID-19 spread

A medic collects nasal sample from a passenger at Dadar station
to curb COVID-19 spread in Mumbai, Friday.

ed in the COVID-19 caseload
in a span of 24 hours. Also,
20,44,131 tests were conducted on Thursday taking the
total cumulative tests conducted so far for detection of
COVID-19 in the country to
37,42,42,384.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 4.49 per cent
. It has been less than 10 per
cent for the 18th consecutive
day, the ministry said,
adding the weekly positivity
rate has also declined to 5.14
per cent.

New Delhi: The ICMR will
start national-level sero surveys to assess the spread of
COVID-19 and all states/UTs
should also be encouraged to
conduct them so that information from all geographies can
be collected, the Union health
ministry said on Friday. The
ministry also said that the
Covid situation in the country
appears to be stabilising, but
urged people to continue following the appropriate behaviour and social distancing
norms. The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) will
conduct national sero surveys
to assess the Covid spread
and states/UTs should also
conduct them to get all geographies' information, it said.

‘Reduction in COVID-19 vaccine wastage SC to order closure of case
against Italian marines in India
will ensure enhanced vaccination’
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
COVID-19 vaccine is an
essential public health
commodity with global
scarcity and therefore, its
wastage must be reduced
and kept to a minimum
level which will further
help inoculate many people, the Union Health
Ministry said on Friday.
Referring to some media
reports stating that the
ministry's insistence on
keeping vaccine wastage
below 1 per cent is unrealistic and undesirable, it
said several states have organised vaccination in
such a way, that not only
there is no wastage but
they are able to extract
more doses from the vial

A health worker administers a
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine to
a woman, at a Railway
hospital in Prayagraj, Friday.

and thus show a negative
wastage. "Hence, the expectation that vaccine wastage
should be 1 per cent or less
is not at all unreasonable.
It is reasonable, desirable
and achievable," the min-

istry said. It also said that
vaccination
against
COVID-19 is important in
protecting the people from
coronavirus infection and
associated mortality and
morbidity.
Equitable access to safe
and effective vaccines is
critical in ending the
COVID-19 pandemic.
"Vaccine development
takes a lot of time and demand for these vaccines exceeds the supply many
times. Thus, it is important
to monitor and ensure that
this precious tool to address the pandemic should
be used optimally and judiciously. COVID-19 vaccine
is an essential public
health commodity with
global scarcity.

for killing 2 Kerala fishermen

New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
The Supreme Court Friday said
it would pass orders on June
15 on closure of proceedings
in India against two Italian
marines, accused of killing
two fishermen off the Kerala
coast in February 2012, and
the disbursal of Rs 10 crore
compensation to the heirs of
the victims.
Referring to the international
arbitral award and the terms
of the agreement among India,
Italy and the Kerala government, a vacation bench comprising justices Indira Banerjee
and M R Shah said the case
against marines Massimilano
Latorre and Salvatore Girone
for the offences would be now

pursued by Italy there.
As per the scheme on disbursal of compensation, the top
court was informed by the
Kerala government that Rs 4
core each would be given to
the heirs of two deceased fishermen and the rest Rs 2 core
would be paid to the owner of
the fishing vessel St. Antony
on which the two were shot
dead.
Keeping the plea of the Centre
seeking closure of the case
here pending for orders on
Tuesday, the bench said it was
of the view that the compensation money be transferred
to the Kerala high court for
disbursal and ensuring that
the amount does not fritter
away.
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MONSOON ARRIVES
C E N T R A L

Chronicle
Mismanagement
of COVID-19 data
tate government of Bihar revised the data regarding
deaths due to COVID-19. The state health department
S
had set up two health committees to audit the Covid death

Harris fulfilling US
VP role with grace
vice president has to always walk two steps behind the
president. Biden is a gentleman. He makes sure that
A
Harris, a woman, walks in front of him. He lets her speak
before him while making major announcements. It's almost
like he's training her to become president after him. But
how good a student has Harris been? It's been sixty days
since Biden tapped Harris for her first big job, that of resolving the migrant crisis at the southern border that is
now rattling America even more than Covid. Sixty days and
Harris has not once been to the border. Biden blew his top at
Susan Rice, his domestic policy head, who promptly headed
to the border to see what was going on there. Harris had defeated Rice, who as a former US national security advisor
and US ambassador to the UN was more experienced than
Harris, in the vicepresidential stakes. Rice was considered
for the secretary of state position, which instead went to
longtime Biden hand, Antony Blinken. Rice had to settle for
domestic policy chief, whatever that entails. Harris knows
that the southern border is toxic for a US politician. Most
American whites don't want swarms of coloured people
streaming into their country. Trump had instituted strict
curbs at the border, including building his border wall,
which had stemmed the tide of migrants. Biden has loosened those curbs. Now migrants are pouring into the US.
Harris knows that the only way to solve the migrant crisis
is to be strict like Trump. What is Harris to do then? She has
decided not to visit the border nor give a press conference
about the crisis. Harris has been a public prosecutor all her
life. Her entire natural mien is one of grilling someone else.
She did that quite effectively with the then nominee for the
US Supreme Court, Brett Kavanaugh, who she almost reduced to tears. Kavanaugh is a US Supreme Court justice
now. Heavens if a case against Harris were to come before
him. What are Harris's views on Iran? If she has any, how
have they been shaped? On North Korea? On IsraelPalestine? On India-Pakistan? On China? Biden is an old
hand at foreign policy but how much can he impart to
Harris in such a short time? Wouldn't it have been better if
he had chosen the seasoned Rice as his Vice President. But
Harris has the glam quotient that Rice lacks perhaps. Now
firmly ensconced in the vice presidency and in the vice
presidential mansion, Number One Observatory Circle,
which arguably is more plush than even the White House,
Harris seems to have had time to work out and shed some
weight and look even more glamorous. The vice president is
the shadow president of the US. Her only job is to get ready
to become president in case the president falters. Because a
vice president benefits the most if something were to happen to the president, some presidents in the past have regarded vice presidents with suspicion.
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TO THE EDITOR

Plastic menace

Since 1974 Volume 9 No. 72

toll after facing flak over reports of discrepancy between
government and municipal corporations data. This has
raised public doubt over motive and efficiency of pandemic
management. High Court of Uttarakhand has also ordered
for audit of deaths. The state departments conceals the number of infected and deaths by asking diagnostic companies
not to conduct tests, and threatening reporters with dire
consequences if they dare report this. The state views information from posts on social media and reports from independent journalists as acts which seek to present a wrong
picture of the prevailing situation. In fact, the real picture is
several times worse, with queues of bodies lining the streets
to the crematoriums, unclaimed bodies floating in the river,
and bodies buried in the sands. Messengers come in various
forms. One is the government appointed envoy. Another is
the journalist who must report of things as they are, not as
they are proclaimed to be. Then you have common citizens
who try to tell others what their plight is. You must also include analysts and visionaries, who could tell governments
what ought to be done. You must also add another situation
where conditions are created so that it is impossible for anyone to become a messenger. All of them are messengers.
Reports suggest that the Indian government failed to respond to troubling data earlier in the year. As cases inched
upward in February and March in the state of Maharashtra,
India's COVID task force didn't meet, despite concerns
among several members. Around the same time a data journalist in Chennai, pointed out that results from national
sero surveys conducted in the fall suggested high rates of
antibodies in densely populated cities hit hard in the first
wave, like Pune and Mumbai. Yet cases there were still rising dramatically. The National Health Mission's Health
Management Information System. During the most stringent period of India's countrywide COVID lockdown from
April to June, the rates of maternal-health screenings, immunizations, and outpatient treatment for serious diseases
were all frighteningly low. Public-health experts warn that
the confusing, irrational, and often contradictory guidance
during the pandemic will have long-term effects on India's
overall health. In addition, India's genomic sequencing to detect the prevalence of new variants, including delta variant
that is now threatening to become the dominant variant in
the UK, was far behind other countries with large case numbers. If this information were easily available, public pressure would have helped remedy the situation to some extent.
At present it appears that the government is itself party to
such frauds. By suppressing data and threatening dire consequences for anyone who tries reporting on actual data, the
state is effectively shooting down potential messengers. In
the end, this suppression of information leads to poor decision-making. With little information, a coterie advises government on what is to be done. Eventually decision-makers
won't even know when they are being wrongly advised.

LETTERS

Motorists make their away along a road as dark monsoon clouds loom over Siliguri in West Bengal on Friday.

Greening urban India towards greener cities of tomorrow
HARDEEP SINGH PURI

O

n 5 June every year since
1974, nations, communities
and individuals across the globe
have come together to celebrate
and remember our duty towards
our planet and future generations
by observing World Environment
Day. This year, the United Nations
Decade of Ecosystem Restorations
is being launched, building towards the goals of this decade.
While the pressures of development have grown, so has our ability to adapt our societies,
economies and politics for a green
and healthy future. The delicate
balance between sustainable development and environmental protection has been one of the core
targets of the United Nations
Agenda
2030
Sustainable
Development Goals. A networked
approach to achieving these SDGs
has been inculcated into India's
policy and political discourse over
the past seven years of the Modi
government.
The motto of the Agenda 2030:
Sustainable Development Goals –
'Leave No-one Behind' very much
embodies the essence of Gandhi
Ji's philosophy of Sarvodaya
through Antyodaya – 'reaching the
farthest first'. This is a guiding
principle that has been a part of
Indian thought and policy and a
fundamental virtue for the execution of National Programmes and
Missions of Ministry of Housing &
Urban Affairs. On 15 August 2014,
Prime Minister Shri Narendra

Modi Ji launched the Swachhata
(Clean India) movement. It was, in
effect, the harbinger of a total
transformation of our urban landscape. In June 2015, the most extensive urbanisation programme
undertaken anywhere in the world
was unleashed through the flagship Missions of the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(Urban), Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation
and
Urban
Transformation (AMRUT) and
Smart Cities Mission (SCM). The
launch of flagship missions of the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs predates the adoption of
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in 2016 by almost a
year. Yet, what is striking is that
most of the SDGs are reflected in
the core objectives of these flagship missions. These national missions have achieved their set targets while ensuring sustainable
development to address climate
change are a non-negotiable part
of it.
The Swachh Bharat Mission
(Urban) focuses on achieving an
Open Defecation Free India, building Solid Waste Management capacity and bringing about behavioural change in society. Through
the annual Swachh Survekshan,
Cooperative and Competitive
Federalism have become the driving force behind this citizen-led
'Jan Andolan.' It is estimated that
various initiatives under SBM-U

can mitigate 17.42 million tonnes
of CO2 eq. of GHG emissions by
2022. The Smart Cities Mission
has been the one taking charge of
technological advancements of
our cities to improve governance,
sustainability and disaster risk resilience. Smart solutions are being
implemented to improve energy
efficiency and non-motorised
transport capacity in our urban
centres. To further supplement the
climate-sensitive development of
our cities, the Climate Smart
Assessment Framework has been
adopted. The framework aims to
help cities adapt, collaborate and
exchange best practice to achieve
international standards for green,
sustainable, and resilient urban
habitats.
Till now, infrastructure for 417.5
kms of smart roads, solar panels
generating 30 MW and 253.5 MLD
of wastewater treatment capacity
has been completed. Overall reduction in GHG emissions from
projects implemented under SCM
is expected to reach 4.93 million
tonnes of CO2 by 2022. In AMRUT,
water supply and management,
energy efficiency, and increased
green spaces have been the goal in
500 target cities. As of today, 1,831
parks over 3,700 acres have been
developed, 85 lakh streetlights
have been replaced, resulting in
energy saving of 185.33 crore units
(kWh), and 106 water bodies have
been rejuvenated. The mission is
likely to result in mitigation of
48.52 million tonnes of CO2 eq.
GHG by 2022. With 1.12 crore
houses sanctioned, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) has
focused on new construction technologies that are innovative, environmentally friendly, and disaster
resilient. The Global Housing
Technology Challenge was
launched, and 54 new technologies identified. The Prime Minister
launched six Lighthouse Projects
on 01 January 2021. These are already under construction in six
geo-climatic zones across the

country.
Additionally, about 43.3 lakh
houses are being constructed
where Fly Ash bricks/blocks and
Concrete blocks are used. Overall
the mission has the potential to
mitigate around 12 million tonnes
CO2 eq. of GHG emissions by 2022.
Lastly, the Metro Rail, one of the
most energy-efficient Mass Rapid
Transit System, is operational in 18
cities with over 720 kms of line
constructed. Another 1,055 kms of
new metro line is under construction in 27 cities. This expansive
network is expected to mitigate
around 21.58 million tonnes of CO2
eq. GHG during 2015-2022.
Cumulatively the National
Missions under the implementation of MoHUA are projected to
mitigate GHG emissions equivalent to more than 93 million tonnes
of CO2 by 2022. This number is
bound to increase as National
Missions collaborate, and best
practices are disseminated. Today,
a transformative wave of environmental consciousness, technological advancement, and holistic development is driving the sustainability agenda in India. The balance between society, nature and
development is an intricate one
pushed in the limelight by the
Covid-19 crisis. Similar to climate
change, the pandemic affected the
most vulnerable sections of society across the globe.
Transitions brought forth by
technological democratisation,
sustainable infrastructure building, and behavioural change have
helped us tackle the Covid-19 crisis while reaching out to those in
dire need. Such a progressive
track of urban development while
keeping sustainability, disaster
risk resilience, community building at the core has been the guiding mantle during the last 7 years
of Modi government. It will help us
preserve our environment, restore
ecosystems and mitigate risks
posed by climate change in the
coming decade.

Use of plastic bags and plastic
cups continues on a massive
scale causing harmful effects on
the environment. Modern technology, undoubtedly, has
brought much convenience and
comfort to our daily lives. But
everything has its pros and cons.
Nowadays plastic bags and cups
are seen to have flooded the
market. Thus, new hazards have
been introduced to our lives with
the excessive use of such materials. Plastic bags and cups are indeed light, convenient and cheap
but they pose serious threats to
ecological balance and human
health. All these plastic materials
are non-biodegradable. When
they are burnt down, the smoke
pollutes the atmosphere. In
many cases, they entirely stop
the flow of waste materials in the
underground drainage system.
As a result, roads remain waterlogged for days together, particularly during the monsoon.
Moreover, if such plastic bags
and cups are carelessly thrown
on the agricultural land, they pollute the land and hamper proper
cultivation. We request the authorities to rigorously enforce
the laws that will minimize the
production and use of plastic
bags and cups. Instead of plastic
bags and cups, they can shift to
paper bags and cups, which are
biodegradable and will not cause
any harm.
Madhuparna Mitra, via email

Postal order fee
rationalisation
It was only after revelation
through RTI application that
Department of Posts discontinued postal-orders in outdated
denominations like rupees 1, 2, 5
and 7 because of extremely low
sale-figure and high handling
cost. According to an RTI response, handling cost of a postalorder was rupees 37.45 to
Department of Posts alone in the
year 2011-12. Handling cost for
clearing-operation of banks is
even extra. It is highly illogical
that public-exchequer may bear
such extra-ordinary loss in handling postal-orders in denominations like rupees 10 and 20.
Rather it is time that higher denominations like of rupees 100,
200 and 500 may be added to
avoid purchase of demand-drafts
in submitting various types of
fees. Government-fees below rupees 50 may either be increased
or totally abolished. Or
Department of Posts may issue
special stamps like there used to
be for licences of radio and TV
sets for services requiring heavy
use of postal-orders in lower denominations of rupees 10 and 20.
Beginning can be done with introducing RTI stamps where
presently heavy use of postal-orders in denominations rupees 10
is there. RTI stamps can be issued in denominations of rupees
2, 10 and 50. Presently copyingcharges under RTI Act in
amounts lower than rupees 10 is
not feasible because of discontinuance of postal-orders in denominations of rupees 2. Even
Central Information Commission
CIC in its repeated verdicts has
recommended issue of RTI
stamps. CIC has also taken up
the issue of RTI stamps with
Department of Post administratively.
Subhash Chandra Agrawal, Delhi

WHAT THEY TWEET!
Eric Weinstein
@EricRWeinstein
The world is so crazy right
now, in my opinion, that
everyone who engages the
craziness, if only to fight
it, becomes noticeably
more crazy in the process.
If this is false, who sees
the madness, has fought it,
and has not been diminished by it? I'm not sure of
a counterexample.

Shashi S@shashidigital
The manner in which big tech platforms have certified politically partisan outlets as authorised fact checkers is concerning. There needs to be
greater due diligence and periodic
review. Highlighted the same in my
remarks to Editors-in-Chief from
Asia-Pacific Public Broadcasters.

Tenzing Lamsang@TenzingLamsang
A reason that Family Man clicked so
well is that more than any of the muscled/pretty dudes of Bollywood the
character of Srikant Tiwari is what
many middle class Indians would
identify with. Loved the complexity of
the character. Did anyone else detect
the undercurrent of rage?

Pravin Sawhney
@PravinSawhney
India asks China to issue
visas for Indians working
there, trade too improves.
Signs that India has accepted #Ladakh & seeking normalcy. This is best Modi
gov could do since status
quo ante not possible.
Wonder if key lesson learnt:
Don't mess with China
without military power!

Sandeep Mall@SandeepMall
Work view

Pushpesh Pant@PushpeshPant
How many knew of z C Dingko was
battling? Did state or central govt.
provide aid?Corporates falling over
one other 2 sponsor IPL? Fellow boxers inspired by him? Nationalist
politicians 4m NER? Particularly moving tearful coach recalling candle lit
celebrations with tri colour.

Dr Allah Nizar Baloch@DAN__Baloch
Post US withrwal from Afghanistan
has brought a rapid political and
strategic change in Balochistan with
increasing number of disappearances and escalated atrocities. It
requires radical change in policies of
Baloch movement. Otherwise we
will lose our gains of two decades.
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More than 65000 ‘Kattas’ of
paddy left out in the open sky
Q

Q

In four centres of
Arang region in Raipur
district
Likely to get damaged
due to earlier and now
monsoon showers

Central Chronicle News
Arang, Jun 11: The lifting of paddy purchase on
MSP through societies in
Arang region has still not
been completed and with
monsoon knocking at the
door, it is going to tough
times for society to keep
costly foodgrains safe and
ensure its timely lifting already considerably delayed.
Due to this there are
chances that paddy worth
crore is going to be badly
affected and get damaged.
On the other hand there is
going to be difficulty in getting labourers for safety of

the paddy stored in societies, as they are busy with
farming work in the fields.
In four of the Samitis of
Paddy
Procurement
Centres (PPC) of Raipur
district viz.
Nara,
Bhansoj, Farfoud and
Bana there is still large
quantity of paddy left for
lifting. Out of these, there
is balance of around 20000
'kattas' of paddy left in
'Nara'; 10000 'kattas' each
in Bhansoj and Farfoud;
and 25000 'kattas' in Bana.
Convenor
Kissan
Sangharsh
Samiti
Bhupendra Sharma giving
above information said
that this costly paddy has
been stored out in the open
sky and despite taking all
measures to keep it safe
and wet, they seems to
have failed and helpless
due to heavy showers and
strong winds blowing during this season.
Despite the rule of paddy

above buffer limits to be
lifted within 3 days and closure of paddy purchase
from Jan 31 onwards and
still large quantity of
paddy lying out in the open
in socities even four
months after the closure
date, would result in drying of paddy due to intense
heat over last three months
and now it would get damaged due to heavy showers
expected in coming days.
He further said that
with start of farming
season now the societies
would not even get men
to watch for paddy stored
here and urged to get the
balance amount of paddy
left in these centre lifted
at the earliest by the state
government and ensure
due compensation to
Societies for the damage
caused due to delay on
part of rice millers and
state government authorities.

NRLM comes to the
rescue of Vimala & Co

Ready to eat food mandatory in
trains from Bilaspur Junction

Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Bilaspur, Jun 11:
Passengers looking for
special meals from
pantry cars have to wait
a few more days, as
trains running from
Bilaspur
Junction
routes have been ordered to shut down
their pantry by the
Railways for the coming
10 days, and ensure
availability of ready to
eat meals for the passengers. The Railways
has taken this step to

curb the spread of
COVID 19 and the campaign is ensured in all
the special trains running from Bilaspur
Junction.
Prior to the order all
special trains with
pantry cars were inspected and the staff instructed to adhere to
COVID 19 protocol. The
staffs were also instructed to produce medical
certificates before coming in direct contact
with passengers as per
the guidelines issued.

Korea, Jun 11: They say adversity is a
lover of challenges, and people who love
challenges are knocked by adversity
even more. Meet Vimala of village
Patrapalli of Baikunthpur Development
Block, who steered clear many adversities to horn her own skills, as well as
many more in her community.
Founding member of Durga Self Help
Group, formed under National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM), on
26/07/2017, Vimala and her fellow
women mates ten in number, coming
from rural background, started earning
from farm goods under the project, giving a subway for earning to the other
members of the family too. Secretary of
the unit, Vimala not only inspires the
other members' of the group but also inspires women folks of the village to
learn to earn, using beneficiary schemes
of the Central and State Government.
Vimala, going ahead, in her plans, has
opened a kirana shop with the aid of a
loan passed from Block Project
Management Unit, Baikunthpur and has
turned a example to many opting for

Priyanka Rishi Mahobia joins as CEO Compassionate appointment serves good for a family of three
Q

District Panchayat
Dhamtari

Central Chronicle News

Central Chronicle News
Dhamtari, Jun 11: IAS of
2016 batch Priyanka Rishi
Mahobia assumed as CEO
District
Panchayat
Dhamtari on Wednesday
afternoon as the 21st CEO
of Panchayat.
With formal introduction of all the officers and
employees of District
Panchayat she held expectations to implement the
government's schemes
successfully and ensure
completion of all government works on time.
On this occasion all the
officers and employees of

District
Panchayat
Dhamtari welcomed PR
Mahobia as new CEO of
District Panchayat. After
this she conducted inspection department-wise in
the District Panchayat.

ing compassionate appointment
had applied in the Block
Education Department, but
failed to acquire a place in the
department as there was no vacancy at the said period of time.
Post COVID 19 period, after
Chhattisgarh Governments decision to remove the 10 percent
cap in compassionate appointment, Sweety was appointed as
teacher in Grade 3 category of
the
School
Education
Department, on 2 June, 2021. 22
year old Sweety currently a student of MA final year has
thanked the government for the
appointment and is assured that
the family, consisting of a
younger sibling and mother will
have a safe future ahead.

Bilaspur, Jun 11: The COVID
19 pandemic no doubt brought
along with it umpteen misery
and loss, and as many families
struggle to make ends meet, the
policies
of
Chhattisgarh
Government has come to their
aid at the nick of time.
Posted as Headmaster in
Government School, at village
Khairwar, in Kota Development
Block, Praveen Jaiswal of
Bilaspur breathed his last fighting liver sclerosis on March 27,
2020, and he had a family of four
to support at the time of his
death.
Soon after his death, his elder
daughter Sweety Jaiswal, seek-

Pensioners' Association hails removal of encroachment
Q

From its proposed
building site in city

Central Chronicle News
Pandaria, Jun 11: The
members
of
city's
Pensioner' Association
were agitated on encroachment of proposed
Pensioners' Association
building in city and urged
the Tehsildar to remove
the same with immediate
effect.
Based upon complaint
by
the
Pensioners'
Association, Tehsildar
Sanjay Vishwakarma took
immediate action and sent
the Patwari for spot verification. It was on confir-

mation of report of encroachment by Patwari,
Tehsildar himself went to
the site and inspected the
encroachment done and
got the bamboos and log of
wood placed in the building premises removed
with orde to Kotavar. With

prompt
action
by
Teshsildar
Sanjay
Vishwakarma, the members
of
Pensioners'
Association are very
much happy and expressed gratitude to him.
It is notable here that
Pensioners' Association

Pandaria had submitted
an application to District
Collector Kabirdhaam for
allotment of land for new
building of Association in
city. On this the Collector
started the procedure as
per rules and gave instructions to Tehsildar
and Patwari to recover
the interest on 'bhubhatak'. This case is
presently going on in
Pandaria tehsil office.
It is notable here that
despite having information in this regard, there
was forceful encroachment on this proposed
land of
Pensioners'
Association and soil was
placed in it along with
bamboos and log of wood.

Ex-MP hails two major declarations by PM Modi
Q

Vaccination free of cost and ration for poor till Diwali

Central Chronicle News
Fingeshwar, Jun 11: The
former LS MP Chandulal
Sahu has held the two declarations made by the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his address to the
nation that of hike in MSP
of paddy and other crops
and providing free of cost
ration to needy persons
from June 21 till Diwali as
historical decision.
In a statement made to
the press, LS MP Sahu
said that the central government has taken other
major decision of providing free of cost vaccination to all with due sensitivity and in favour of the
nation. Similarly the earlier decision to vaccinate

the frontline workers, including health workers,
sanitary staff and others
also ensured dedicated
services without any fear
to citizens during both
first and second wave of
corona.
Similarly the central
government accorded priority to vaccination for
persons above 60 yr of age
and then with those above
45 yrs and at national level
the vaccination drive got
successfully implemented.
But seeing smooth conduct and success of vaccination, many a persons
and political parties with
selfish interest and wrong
intentions started causing
hindrances either through
spreading of false rumour

Teachers’ Association

CG Teachers Association
Provides financial aid
Ramanujnagar, Jun 11: After the untimely demise of
Mahesh Baghel, Head Master, Secondary School,
Kalyanpur Development Block, CG Teachers
Association initiated financial aid for the deceased's
family and handed over a cheque of Rs. 10,000 to late
Mahesh Baghel's wife Sangeeta Devi at their residence at
Devnagar. President of CG Teachers Association
Bhupesh Singh initiated the process and with the cooperation of Block Education Officer, Ramanujnagar
Rajaram Singh the aid was handed over to the family.
Pitambar Singh, Rehman Khan, Amit Gupta, Premdas
Gupta and other's were present.

about vaccination or handing over rights for vaccination to respective states.
The central government
provided sufficient time to
state government for vaccination and when it
comes to state like
Chhattisgarh, how the
vaccination for 18+ failed
is known to all. So in order
to save oneself from the
failure the state governments started blaming
central government for
short-supply and other
vague reasons to meet
their intentions.
Former
LS
MP
Chandulal Sahu said that
they did not spared the scientists of country from
the vaccine prepared and
disrespected their profession and their dedication
towards
countrymen.

Sahu charged that the
Chhattisgarh government
is not serious about vaccination.
He also hailed the extension of scheme for poor
under 'Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana' till Diwali and said
that this will benefit
around 80 crore citizens
and would provide big relief to them during this
pandemic period. The central government also took
a major decision of providing vaccination to all
free of
cost be it
Chhattisgarh or any other
state and the monitoring
responsibility is that of
Chhattisgarh government
and for which it should
make necessary preparations and ensure that all
the youth and seniors get
vaccination on time.

Getting information in
this regard, Pensioners'
Association
urged
Tehsildar to remove the
same at the earliest.
Encroachment
at
many places in city:
There are reports of
encroachment on government land (Nazul) in city
and which needs to be removed by the district administration at the earliest. There are reports of
encroachment in front of
forest deptt's East, West
office and also in Kissan
Rice Mill in Mainpura
and near Tehsil office as
well. All this needs to be
removed immediately
and free nazul land from
encroachment.

completed on time and keeping
quality in construction work.
He said that they should accord
top priority to public welfare
schemes of the state government and get it executed with
due sincerity. Commissioner
KMC Sharma conducted inspection of different places in KMC

Shyamlal Dhavade assumes
office as Collector
Q

Korea District

Korea, Jun 10: The newly
appointed Collector Korea
Shyamlal Dhavade assumed
office as the 16th Collector of
Korea district on Wednesday.
After this he obtained introduction from the officers and
employees of the Collectorate
in the meeting hall and took
information about the activities being carried out in the
district.
On this occasion he extended greetings and best wishes
to outgoing Collector SN
Rathore for his future endeavours and motivated all the officers and employees to extend
their best for district's
progress. He said that one

should render cent percent of
one's capacity in favour of general public and by doing so
Korea district will make new
record of progress.
On occasion of farewell to
SN Rathore, he shared his one
year's stint as Collector with all
the officers and employees
present and extended best
wishes to new Collector
Dhavade. It is notable here that
Shyamlal Dhavade is an IAS of
2008 batch and has worked
earlier as Collector in District
Balrampur, Ramanujganj.

Getting cycles bring smile on face of students
Q

From BEO Arang under
govt's scheme

Central Chronicle News
Arang, Jun 11: The girl
students of Government
HS School Tekari (Kunda)
were distributed cycles by
Block Education officer
(BEO) Arang under state
government's scheme.
There was smile on the
faces of 28 girl students on
getting cycle from the
guests.
President Shala Vikas
Samiti Hulasaram Verma,
Principal J Kujur, SK
Verma,
and
former
District Panchayat president Sharda Devi Verma,
Sarpanch Nandkumar

Yadav, former Sarpanch
Ramanand Patel, Chedan
Verma, Ashok Nayak,
Kisan Sangharsh Samiti
ConvenorBhupendra
Sharma, along with teachersNilesh
Pandey,
Suryakant
Belgahe,

Tularam
Netam,
Vijayshankar Banjare,
Vikas Pathak, Namita
Verma, Neelam Soni,
Dharita Diwan, Dipti
Dewangan, Jaya Verma
handed over cycles to girl
students of the School.

Construction agencies working as per Minister's dictum, alleges Markam
Q

For registration of
unemployed youth
only the near and
dear ones of the
minister getting
benefitted

Central Chronicle News
Konta, Jun 11: In response to the
allegation
of
Sukma
Municipality President Raju
Sahu, BJP District President
Hoonagaram Markam has
charged that the construction
agency in Sukma district, especially the Public Works
Department (PWD), is completely ally of Minister Kawasi
Lakhma and Congress leaders.
The system of e-registration
which has been implemented by
the state government in the
name of giving employment to

the youth has also become a
system to benefit the near &
dear ones of the minister.
Before making the charges, the
leader of the Congress is the
president
of
Sukma
Municipality. BJP leaders questioned as to first of all let it be
known as to how many youths
have given employment under
the e-system. He charged that
majority of the people given
work under this system are
close to minister Kawasi
Lakhma and Kawasi Harish, who

Focus with works for improvement in services: Sharma
Korba, Jun 11: Municipal
Commissioner Korba Municipal
Corporation (KMC) Kuldeep
Sharma directed the KMC officers to get the works done
focussing upon rendering better services and basic facilities
to denizens in different wards
of KMC.
It is by using the resources
available at their disposal they
should strengthen the system,
be it cleaning or sanitation,
development works or any construction work, all should be

beneficiary schemes to avail a livelihood.
Further with the profits of the shop,
Vimala bought a four-wheeler, which
was used to ferry goods to the local markets and now the shops also trades other
commodities. The small time business
now gives a turnover of 1 to 2 lacks to the
family per annum.

wards along with officers at 6:00
am and saw the public welfare
services and facilities being provided and gave necessary
instructions to KMC officer for
its improvement. During this he
visited Gouthan in Gokulnagar;
SLRM centre behind Minimata
College; Budhwari Bazar; CSEB
Chowk; TP Nagar area; Indira
Stadium premises; Swimming
pool; 'Shakti Sthal'; Auditorium;
Fourlane road, Dhaynchand
Chowk, water treatment plant
Kohadiya; newly constructed

Sarveshwar Anicut on Hasdeo
River; by-pass road of
Gerwaghat Ratakhar and other
places.
During this detour, Addl.
Commissioner KMC Ashok
Sharma, Zone Commissioner
RK Maheshwari, RK Choubey,
MN Sarkar, health officer VK
Saraswat, Dr Sanjay Tiwari,
Sunil Verma, Horticulture
Suptd.- Anand Rathore; AE
Rahul Mishra, Rakesh Masih,
Ramesh Suryavanshi, and
others.

are reported to have taken big
sum in terms of commission, he
alleged.
Ever since former Chief
Minister Raman Singh created
Sukma district during the BJP
rule, the development works
were carried out in almost all
areas of Sukma. Still Raju Sahu
should see that all the major
works being carried out in
Sukma district are during that of
BJP rule, whether it is Navodaya
Vidyalaya being built near
Dornapal or any other work.
The work of spending lakhs of
rupees by repairing the buildings built during the BJP regime
with DMF funds and other items
is going on. Right now as per the
new rules of the central government will stop these works, due
to which Congress leaders like
Raju Sahu are worried. He questioned Sahu that other than the
work of MNREGA scheme of the

Center, he should tell any additional work which has been
done during the tenure of
Congress government of two
and a half years in the state.
The work done during the
tenure of BJP government is
being claimed as that of
Congress. Due to their leaders,
the employment of many contractors has been snatched
away. Some people who are
doing the work are either liked
by the minister or they are
working by paying huge commission.
Due to which the reports of
corruption in every work is
being received everyday. In
every construction agencies,
only the preferred contractors
are getting the work secretly.
Due to which the state government is losing crores and the big
leaders of Congress are getting
the work.
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Delta variant 60% more transmissible,
reduces vaccine effect

London, Jun 11 (PTI):

The Delta variant of
COVID-19, or the B1.617.2
variant of concern (VOC)
first identified in India, is
about 60 per cent more
transmissible than the
Alpha strain identified in
the UK and also reduces
the effectiveness of vaccines to some extent, UK
health experts report on
Friday.
Public Health England
(PHE), which has been
tracking VOCs on a weekly
basis, said that the cases of
the Delta VOC have risen
by 29,892 to hit 42,323 in the
country an increase of
around 70 per cent.
The latest data also indicates that over 90 per cent
of new COVID-19 cases in
the UK are now the Delta
variant, which continues
to show a significantly
higher rate of growth compared to the Alpha VOC
which was first identified

EU advises adding condition
to AstraZeneca label
London: European
Medicines Agency says
it’s recommending that
people who have had a
rare blood vessel syndrome not be immunized
with
AstraZeneca
or
Covishield COVID-19
vaccine.
A poster calls for awareness against Delta variant
of COVID-19 in London.
in the region of Kent in
England and was the dominant variant in the country
so far. New research from
PHE suggests that the
Delta variant is associated
with an approximately 60
per cent increased risk of
household transmission
compared to the Alpha
variant. Growth rates for
Delta cases are high across

the regions, with regional
estimates for doubling time
ranging from 4.5 days to
11.5 days, PHE said in its
latest analysis.
There are now analyses
from England and Scotland
supporting a reduction in
vaccine effectiveness for
Delta compared to Alpha.
This is more pronounced
after one dose (absolute reduction in vaccine effectiveness against symptomatic infection of approxi-

India’s domestic challenges due to
COVID-19 threaten global ambitions
Washington, Jun 11 (PTI):
India’s domestic challenges due to COVID-19 crisis have become a threat to
its regional and global ambitions, a US think-tank has
observed and warned that
unless it recovers with the
help of allies like the United
States, the pandemic could
impact the geopolitical balance in the Indo-Pacific.
As such, it is in the
United States’ best interests
to help India retain its status as a pre-eminent power
in South Asia, particularly
in view of China’s efforts to
bolster its position at the expense of the US and India, it
said. The Hudson Institute
think-tank said that at the
start of the pandemic, India
offered medical assistance
to its immediate neighbours
and followed vaccine diplomacy in the first three
months of 2021 which
helped India to project itself
as a regional leader, advancing its claim of being a global power in waiting. “There

was optimism that India
would be able to counter
China’s soft power with its
own. Now, however, at least
over the short term, India’s
domestic challenges have
become a threat to its regional and global ambitions,” wrote Husain
Haqqani,
a
former
Pakistani Ambassador to
Sri Lanka and the US, and
Hudson research scholar
Aparna Pande.
Haqqani is currently the
director of South and
Central Asia at the Hudson
Institute. Pande is director,
Initiative on the Future of
India and South Asia at the
think-tank. “The recent
surge of COVID-19 in South
Asia challenges India’s tra-

ditional ability to aid its
smaller neighbours, a
change that could, in turn,
affect India’s influence in its
competition with China.
“Unless India can recover
from this surge with the
help of allies like the United
States, the pandemic could
impact the Indo-Pacific’s
geopolitical balance,” the
joint policy memo released
by Hudson stated.
In the first phase of the
COVID-19 pandemic, India
succeeded in occupying the
role of a regional leader.
But official complacency,
disinclination on the part of
government leaders to accept the advice of scientific
advisors and reluctance to
ramp up vaccine production and distribution has seriously damaged India’s
standing, the think-tank report said.
Haqqani and Pande wrote
that a year-and-a-half after
the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, China’s footprint
in South Asia is larger than
it was before.

mately 15 per cent to 20 per
cent after one dose), its risk
assessment analysis reads.
Iterated analysis continues to show vaccine effectiveness against Delta is
higher after two doses but
that there is a reduction for
Delta compared to Alpha.
There is uncertainty
around the magnitude of
the change in vaccine effectiveness after two doses of
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, it adds. PHE said that
with the Delta variant now
accounting for the overwhelming majority of new
cases in the UK, it is encouraging to see that the
increase in cases is not yet
accompanied by a similarly large increase in hospitalisations. PHE will continue to monitor closely
over the next few weeks,
but the data currently suggest that the vaccination
programme continues to
mitigate the impact of this
variant.

PROTEST BY NURSES

Nurses stage a protest during their indefinite strike demanding permanent jobs, in Indore, Friday.

ED slaps FEMA contravention notice
against cryptocurrency exchange
New Delhi, Jun 11 (PTI):
The
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
said it has issued a show
cause notice to the country’s largest cryptocurrency
exchange for undertaking
transactions worth over Rs
2,790 crore in alleged violation of
the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA).
Mumbai headquartered
WazirX is as a domestic
crypto currency and bitcoin
exchange start-up registered under the company
name Zanmai Labs Pvt Ltd
that was incorporated in
December, 2017.
The notice issued by the
central probe agency under
various sections of the
FEMA names the exchange
(WazirX), the company and
directors Nischal Shetty
and Sameer Hanuman
Mhatre.
The exchange and its pro-

moters denied any wrongdoing and said they are “in
compliance with all applicable laws”.
The ED issued a statement saying that it stumbled upon the transactions
of the exchange during an
ongoing money laundering
probe into “Chinese-owned”
illegal online betting applications.The show cause no-

tice is for transactions
worth Rs 2,790.74 crore, the
ED said.
Shetty, also the CEO of
the exchange, took to
Twitter and said WazirX
was yet to receive any show
cause notice from the ED as
mentioned in media reports.“WazirX is in compliance with all applicable
laws. We go beyond our

legal obligations by following know your customer
(KYC) and anti money laundering (AML) processes and
have always provided information to law enforcement
authorities whenever required,” he posted on his
handle.
He added: “We are able to
trace all users on our platform with official identity
information.”
“Should we receive a formal communication or notice from the ED, we’ll fully
cooperate in the investigation,” Shetty said.
In its statement, The ED
described in detail its investigation
“It was seen that the accused Chinese nationals
had laundered proceeds of
crime worth about Rs 57
crore by converting Indian
Rupee (INR) deposits into
cryptocurrency
tether
(USDT) and then transferred it to Binance (ex-

Union Minister questions Rahul’s silence over Rosewood felling

SEARCH OPERATION

Wayanad, Jun 11 (PTI):

Investigators search in Red Square in Moscow, after political activist and performance artist Pavel Krisevich
reportedly simulated shooting himself in a political protest on Friday.

A day after the Centre
sought a report on the alleged mass felling and
smuggling of centuries-old
rosewood trees at a hamlet
here, Union Minister V
Muraleedharan on Friday
questioned the silence of
Wayanad MP, Rahul Gandhi
over the issue and said no
one knows whether he has
abandoned the constituency.
A BJP-NDA delegation,
led by Muraleedharan, visited Muttil village, where
crores-worth timber had allegedly been felled and
smuggled from government-assigned lands earlier
this year. Accusing the Left
government in the state of
helping the timber mafia to

India, Kuwait MoU over recruitment China adopts new law banning
defamation of military personnel
of domestic workers
Kuwait City, Jun 11 (PTI):
India and Kuwait have
signed an MoU that brings
Indian domestic workers in
the Gulf nation within the
ambit of a legal framework
that streamlines their recruitment and provides
them with the protection of
the law.
The MoU was signed by
Indian Ambassador Sibi
George
and
Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Kuwait Majdi Ahmad AlDhafiri in the presence of
visiting External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
his Kuwaiti counterpart
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser AlMohammad
Al-Sabah.
Jaishankar arrived here on
his first bilateral visit to the

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meet with Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Kuwait Majdi Ahmad
Al-Dhafiri in Kuwait.
oil-rich Gulf nation, according to a press release issued
by the Indian Embassy here.
The MoU brings the Indian
domestic workers in Kuwait
within the ambit of a legal
framework that streamlines
their recruitment and provides them with the protection of the law. Both minis-

ters welcomed the signing of
the MoU which will introduce an employment contract ensuring the rights
and obligations of both the
employer and the domestic
workers. The MoU seeks to
establish a mechanism for
24-hour assistance to domestic workers.

change
registered
in
Cayman Islands) Wallets
based on instructions received from abroad,” it said.
Binance is considered a
market leader in this domain and had acquired
WazirX in 2019.
“WazirX allows a wide
range of transactions with
crypto currencies (CC), including their exchange with
INR and vice-versa, exchange of CCs, person to
person (P2P) transactions
and even transfer/receipt of
crypto currency held in its
pool accounts to wallets of
other exchanges, which
could be held by foreigners
in foreign locations,” the ED
alleged. WazirX, it alleged,
“does not” collect the requisite documents in clear violation of the basic mandatory anti-money Laundering
(AML) and combating financing of terrorism (CFT)
norms and also FEMA
guidelines.

Beijing, Jun 11 (PTI): China
has passed a new legislation
that bans defamation of military personnel, adding an
array of legal tools to its 2018
law under which a Chinese
popular blogger was punished
recently for defaming PLA soldiers killed in last year’s clash
with the Indian Army at the
Galwan Valley in eastern
Ladakh.
The legislation, which was
adopted by the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress (NPC),
states that no organisation or
individual may in any way
slander or derogate the honour of servicemen, nor may
they insult or slander the reputation of members of the
armed forces, state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

The new legislation also
bans the desecration of
plaques in honour of military
personnel. Prosecutors can
file public interest litigation in
cases of defamation of military personnel and the
infringement on their legitimate rights and interests that
have seriously affected their
performance of duties and
missions and damaged the
public interests of society,
according to the new law. The
new law adds to an array of
legal tools that already ban
defamation of revolutionary
martyrs , including revisions
to the country’s criminal code
and a 2018 Law on the
Protection of Heroes and
Martyrs, the Hong Kongbased South China Morning
Post reported.

Rosewood trees fell at Muttil village.
axe protected trees, he said
it should be suspected that
whether Gandhi’s silence
over the issue was based on
an understanding with the
government. Terming the
incident a “daylight robbery”, he alleged it was

very clear that such a crime
was not possible without
the knowledge and support
of political and administrativeleadership and the involvement of ministers
concerned.
“Rahul Gandhi has not

uttered a word over the
issue so far though he is the
sitting
MP
from
here.Nobody
knows
whether it is yet to be
brought to his notice or he
has abandoned this constituency,” he told reporters
here. Those who are ruling
the state and the person
who
represents
this
Wayanad constituency are
very vigilant on issues like
environment protection
and climate change mitigation, the union minister
mocked. Alleging that the
Pinarayi Vijayan-led government was maybe the
first to issue an order for
the timber mafia’s sake, he
also accused them of
threatening officials who
had taken action against
the lobby.

